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THE IOWA GERMANS IN THE ELECTION OF 1860 


By CHARLES WILSON EMERY 


THE GERMAN-AMERICANS IN NATIONAL Po.itics In 1860 


In the stormy period of the 1850’s the young American 
nation was trying by democratic processes to determine its 
future way of life. Many of its statesmen had come to realize 
that the agrarian civilization of the South based upon slavery 
and the new industrial civilization of the North were in- 
compatable. They saw that if the nation was to endure, one 
of these opposed cultures must predominate. It was a critical 
choice which the Americans were forced to make in that 
trying decade, and the problem was only resolved by a bitter 
civil war. 

Strangely enough, circumstances transpired which gave 
the new German-American citizens, largely untrained in 
American ideas and ideals, an importance in deciding this 
question which was all out of proportion to their numerical 
strength. The Presidential election contest was closely fought 
in 1860, and the winner, Abraham Lincoln, received fewer 
popular votes than his combined opponents, becoming the 
fourth minority President of the United States. In so close 
an election a small minority group without strong allegiance 
to either party could, if well led and united, wield tremendous 
influence. 

The German born Americans comprised such a group. Al- 
though only 1,301,136, or 4.73%, of the entire population of 
the United States in 1860 were of German birth, the fact 
that the great majority of these immigrants had settled in 
those states west of the Appalachians and north of the Ohio, 
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gave them great political significance.’ Professor A. B. Faust 
says that in 1860: 

The Germans clearly held the balance of power at the polls 
in Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota, in Illinois and Wisconsin, in 
Indiana, Ohio and Michigan, in Maryland, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New York, and Connecticut.” 

The unity of the German-Americans was another element 
in their political strength. Like other foreign language 
groups, the German immigrants were clannish. They lived 
in settlements and certain cities—Cincinnati, Milwaukee, St. 
Louis, and Davenport—came to be known as German cities. 
The German language press was large and active. According 
to the Cincinnati Gazette of 1854, it consisted of eighty-eight 
papers in that year. Devotedly following their able leaders, 
the German-Americans presented a nearly solid political front 
in 1860. 

Until 1850 the great majority of German-Americans were 
Jacksonian Democrats, largely because the Democratic party 
had always been the party of the immigrants and the ‘‘com- 
mon people.’’ After the Mexican War, however, the increased 
agitation of the slavery question and the arrival of the 
‘‘emigrés’’ from the German Revolutions of 1848 led many 
Germans to renounce their ties to the Democracy. The ‘‘forty 
eighters,’’ who soon assumed the leadership of the German- 
Americans, hated slavery as another form of the oppression 
from which they had fled. Therefore, when in 1853 Stephen 
A. Douglas introduced in the United States Senate a bill to 
repeal the Missouri Compromise, his German followers 
deserted the Democratie party by the thousands.° 

The problem of finding a party which stood for political 
principles to which they could subseribe confronted those who 
had left the Democracy. The great opposition party, the 
Whigs, was decadent, ineffectual, and in the process of dis- 
integration. No major party appeared to take its place as an 
opponent of the Democratic measures which the Germans 


1Population of the United States in 1860; Compiled from the Original Returns 
of the Eighth Census, Joseph C. Kennedy, Superintendent of Census, Washington, 
864, p. xxviii. 
e Nea aren: Faust, The German Element in the United States, New York, 
1909, I: i 

’Frank I. Herriott, “The Conference of German Republicans in the Deutsches 


Haus, Chicago, May 14-15, 1860.” Reprint from Transactions of the Illinois State 
Historical Society for 1928, pp. 11-12. 
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had found so distasteful. Some of the German voters did 
ally themselves with the Whig party. Others supported the 
Free Soil party, newly organized by those opposed to the 
extension of slavery into the Territories. Der Bund Freier 
Manner, an independent anti-slavery party, was organized by 
German radicals in Louisville in 1853, and spread through 
most of the Western states.‘ Needless to say, the American, 
r ‘‘Know-Nothing,’’ party, which was definitely anti-foreign 
and anti-Catholic, gained no German adherents. 

When the Republican party was organized in 1854 and 
1855 to prevent the extension of slavery and to succeed the 
party of Clay as a proponent of internal improvements, a 
protective tariff, and a strong central government thousands ~ 


of Germans attached themselves to it. Among the German 


leaders who took an active part in early Republican councils 
were Gustav Korner and George Schneider of Illinois, Philip 
Dorheimer of Buffalo, and Carl Schurz of Wisconsin. 
Nineteen of the delegates to the first Republican Conven- 
tion in Philadelphia on June 17, 1856, were German- 
Americans. George Schneider composed the tenth plank 
in the platform adopted by this convention. This resolution, 
which was an assurance to German voters that the party 
had their interest at heart, condemned all proscriptive legis- 
lation. It was an open challenge to the nativistic element 
within the party. During the campaign that followed, the 
“‘forty eighters’’ worked strenuously for Fremont, the Re- 
publican nominee. Although the Republicans lost the election, 
the labor of these German leaders bore fruit. Schurz estimated 
that 300,000 German votes were cast for Fremont in 1856 in 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Ohio.’ 
Although these Germans gave the Republican cause strong 
support in 1856, there were elements within the party or- 
ganization that antagonized the new citizens. In addition to 
the nativistic element, there was a puritanical group within 
the party which attempted to regulate Sunday observance 
and prohibit the use of alcoholic drinks. This ran counter 


to the German’s interpretation of individual liberty and 


4Faust, op. cit., I1:130- ae 


5Herriott, op. ci 
6Frederick pt ers The Germans in the Making of America, Boston, 


1924, p. 194. 
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separation of church and state. Naturally the Democrats were 
quick to point out to the Germans the harshness of these ele- 
ments.” 

The activities of Know-Nothings under the cover of Re- 
publicanism made the German-Americans particularly anx- 
ious. Less than two months after the election of President 
Buchanan, a bill was sponsored in Congress by Republican 
representatives which would have required a foreigner to 
reside twenty-one years in this country before he should 
be allowed to vote. The bill was defeated by a Democratic 
majority.” Further evidence of the existance of nativism with- 
in the Republican party appeared in 1857 when Carl Schurz 
was defeated for lieutenant-governor of Wisconsin by the 
same Republicans who had used his name to decoy German 
votes for the Republican ticket.” 


There was, however, no organized movement among the 
German Republicans to protest against nativism within the 
party until 1859. In that year the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts, in which the Republicans were in a large majority, 
passed what was known as the ‘‘Two Year’’ amendment to 
the state constitution. This provided that :” 

No person of foreign birth shall be allowed to vote, nor shall 
he be eligible for office, unless he shall have resided within the 
jurisdiction of the state for two years subsequent to his naturali- 
zation and shall be otherwise qualificd according to the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the Commonwealth. 

The amendment was submitted to the voters of the state 
whose affirmative vote made it a law. So evident was the 
activity of the Massachusetts Republicans in behalf of this 
proscription that Republicans in other states eould not dis- 
avow the action although they did condemn it.” 


Immediately a storm of protest arose from the German 
Republicans. Although the German press was angered, it was 
not united in either its conclusions or its recommendations. 
A movement was initiated to call a national convention of 
German Republicans during the. summer of 1859, but it 


"Paust, op. cit., 11:31: 

8SIowa Weekly Democrat, Sigourney, Iowa, Oct. 26, 1860; Nov. 2, 1860. 
®*Faust, op. cit., 11:134. 

Towa Democratic Enquirer, Muscatine, Iowa, Sept. 29, 1859. 

UJbid., June 2, 1859. 
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failed.” The assurances of friendship given the adopted citi- 
zens by the western Republicans undoubtedly helped to hold 
their allegiance to the new party. 


Had nativism seemed to the Germans to be the greatest 
issue facing the Republican party in 1859 they would prob- 
ably have left the organization without even making an at- 
tempt to alter party policy. But by this time they were 
thoroughly aroused over the slavery question and were bent 
upon forcing the nomination for President of a man whose 
anti-slavery attitude was strong and sure. William Henry 
Seward of New York was the German Republicans’ first 
choice for President,” Lincoln had also made himself accept- 
able to the German element by his clear statements on slavery 
and Know-Nothingism. 

The desires of the German Republicans in regard to the 
platform of 1860 were as definite as was their choice of 
candidate.” 

A minimum of demands of the German radicals embraced the 
following: 1. Repeal of the infamous Fugitive Slave law; 2. Pro- 
tection of citizens of free states sojourning within the slave states; 
3. Freedom of speech, press, and of assembling in the southern 
states as well as in the northern; and, 4. Abolishing slavery in 
the District of Columbia, which depends solely upon Congress. 

Some within the Republican councils in 1859 and 1860 felt 
only a moderate candidate, who was not unfavorable to 
slavery and Americanism, could be elected President. This 
group, led by Horace Greeley and his New York Tribune, 
inaugurated a movement for the candidacy of Judge Edward 
O. Bates, of St. Louis, many months before the national 
convention. Because of Judge Bates’ pro-slavery and na- 
tivistie views he was unacceptable to the German Republi- 
cans; and as his campaign gained momentum, it met stiff 
opposition from the Germans. 

On March 7, 1860, the Germans of Davenport, Iowa, called 
together by Henry Ramming, associate editor of Der Demo- 
krat of that city, held a mass meeting to discuss the proper 
attitude for the Germans to maintain in the coming contest 


12Herriott, op. cit., 90. 
13Faust, op. Ctks, Il: 134- 135. 
14Theodor Olshiaasen, in New York Abendzeitung, January, 1860, quoted in 


Herriott, op. cit., p. 38. 
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for the Republican presidential nomination. The result of the 
meeting was a series of resolutions denouncing the conserv- 
ative element in the party and Judge Bates in particular. 
The resolutions concluded with the statement that ‘‘we 
therefore under no circumstances will vote for the Hon. 
Edward Bates.’”” 


The German Republicans of New York City, probably in- 
fluenced by the Davenport meeting of March 7, adopted 
seven resolutions on March 13, denouncing the Massachusetts 
amendment and demanding a presidential candidate who 
was unequivocally opposed to Know-Nothingism and the 
perpetuation of slavery. Ten days later the same committee 
sent out a call to ‘‘all similar organizations’’ urging them 
to send delegates to a meeting to be held in Chicago on May 
14, to influence the Republican platform and to control the 
German delegates to the Republican National Convention to 
be held in Chicago on May 16.” 

The Conference of the German Republicans was held at 
the Deutsches Haus, in Chicago, as scheduled, William Kopp, 
editor of the New Yorker Demokrat, presiding. The resolu- 
tions adopted at this meeting were really an ‘‘Ultimatum that 
the German Republicans would bolt the ticket if their de- 
mands as to the platform were not complied with and their 


general wishes as to the character of the Candidate were 
not met.’’” 


There can be no doubt that the Deutsches Haus Conference 
greatly influenced the actions of the Wigwam Convention. 
The platform adopted at the Convention complied with the 
demands of the German Republican Committee of New York 
of March 138, 1860. While Seward, the German choice, did 
not receive the nomination for the Presidency, Lincoln, an 
entirely acceptable candidate did. The German Republicans 
had defeated the conservative elements of the party by pre- 
venting the nomination of Judge Bates for President. 

While addressing the Convention on behalf of the naturali- 
zation plank, Schurz promised the party 300,000 votes in 
43- 19; Toute Pelzer, “the History of Poltial "Parties in Lowes 1887-16600" Toon 
Journal of History and Politics, VI1:217 : 


16Herriott, op. cit., pp. 48-49 
iIbid., p. 35. 
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Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio. 
Schrader estimates the German Republican vote in those 
states in 1860 to be nearly 450,000. A vote of 450,000 could 
easily have swung those states into the Democratic line. If 
Schrader’s estimate is at all reasonable, the Germans of the 
Northwest tipped the scales for Lincoln; for, without the 
Northwestern states, Lincoln would have only secured 114 
electoral votes to his nearest opponent’s 138 electoral votes.” 
THE GERMANS IN Iowa: THEIR LEADERS AND PRESS 
Although it has been asserted that the Iowa Germans 
seemed to have little genius for pioneering or frontier life,” 
many of them were to be found among the early settlers of 
Iowa. They had been drawn from Missouri, Illinois, and the 
eastern states, along with the native Americans, toward new 
homes and brighter prospects in the new territory.” Most 
of their settlements were along the Mississippi River or in 
the country immediately west of it. Dubuque, the largest 
city in the state in 1860, had, at one time, a population that 
was over half German. The two other leading cities, Des 
Moines, the state capital, and Davenport also had large Ger- 
man populations. From the nucleus at Davenport, other 
German communities sprang; such as Avoca, Minden, Wal- 
cott, Wheatland, and Dewitt. Many of the Germans in these 
communities were from Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark. 
German Catholics settled the town of New-Wein, northwest 
of Dubuque; and Guttenberg, north of Dubuque on the 
Mississippi, was founded by Germans from Cincinnati.” 
Several communistic and mystical religious groups of 
Germans migrated to Iowa before 1860. The Amana settle- 
ment in Johnson county was well established by this time. 
It was a group bound by religious ties. Another communistic 
society, the ‘‘Icarians,’’ moved from Nauvoo, Illinois, to 
Corning, Adams county, Iowa, in 1856. They had bought 
the property from the Mormons in Nauvoo, in 1850, when 
the Latter Day Saints fled to the west under Brigham Young. 
These communists, upon the death of their leader, Etienne 
Cabet, settled at Corning and named the community they 


18Schrader, op. cit., p. 195. 


19George F. Parker, Jowa—Pioneer Foundations, Iowa City, Iowa, 1939, p. 143. 


20Faust, 1:461. 
21] bid,, 1:462. 
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founded the ‘‘Icaria Commune” in honor of Cabet’s book 
Icarie. Most of the members of this society were French, ‘‘but 
the most influential of them after Cabet’s death were Ger- 
mans.’’ On ‘‘Potato Prairie,’’ in Clayton county, Heinrich 
Koch, after his teturn from the Mexican War in 1847, 
founded another colony of German communists.” 

Much greater in number were the Amish Mennonites, a 
mystical religious sect, composed largely of Germans. The 
vanguard of this group settled in West Point township, in 
Lee county, in 1831. They next founded a community in 
Henry county, in 1843. The Johnson county settlement, from 
which was destined to grow the largest Amish district in the 
state, was made in 1846. The Mennonites in Davis county 
came to Iowa in 1854.” 

The early Germans in Iowa were mostly of the peasant 
type. They were content to work their farms or conduct 
their little businesses. Proud of their new nationality, they 
attempted, without complete success, to become Americanized. 
To their leaders, who were sometimes incapable and short- 
sighted, they gave blind obedience. Their record of political 
leadership in Iowa is not brilliant. In the history of the 
state there has never been a candidate for either Governor 
or United States Senator with a German name.“ What 
political strength they possessed was due, largely, to their 
numbers and unity. 

Less than one-third of the early Iowa Germans were 
Catholies. A small minority were members of various mystical 
sects and the remainder were Protestant.” 

There were 38,555 native Germans living in Iowa in 1860. 
This formed 5.79 per cent of the entire state population of 
674,913 and 36.34 per cent of the total foreign population 
of the state, which was 106,081.” 

The Germans in Iowa, as in other parts of the United 
States, had turned, during the ‘‘fifties,’’ for leadership to 
the refugees of the German and Austrian revolutions. Henry 
aa aeMciin Gingerich, The Mennonites in Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1939, pp. Se Vl 

24Parker, op. cit., p. 145. e 

26] bid, p. 144 


26Population of the United States in 1860; Compiled from the Original Ret 
of the Eighth Census, Washington, 1864. oe elurns 
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Ramming, of Davenport, was such a leader. A native of 
Hungary, he had once been an officer in the Austrian army. 
From 1856 to 1860 he served as associate editor of Der 
Demokrat, and was editor of that newspaper in 1860 and 
1861. During the Civil War he served on General Fremont’s 
staff and later as Colonel of the 3rd Missouri Infantry. 


Carl Rotteck, a leader of the German radical thought in 
the state, was also a refugee of the Revolution of 1848. 
Educated as a lawyer in Germany, he attempted farming in 
America. Like many another ‘‘latin farmer’? he was un- 
successful in this enterprise. After a second failure, this time 
as a shoe merchant, he founded the Muscatine (Iowa) Zeitung 
in 1857. Because of Rotteck’s outspoken comment in this 
paper, readers were alienated and he was forced to stop 
publishing the Zeitung. In 1859 he moved to Burlington, 
Iowa. From there he went to Keokuk where in 1862 he 
published the Beobachter des Westens. 


Dr. William Hoffbauer of Guttenberg and Dubuque, Iowa, 
was a leading Republican and a close friend of Carl Schurz. 
He had been educated at the University of Berlin from 
which he had received the M. D. degree. Dr. Hoffbauer 
had lost an arm, supposedly in a duel, before coming to 
America. As a member of the Frankfort Parliament, he was 
on the extreme left, and upon the collapse of the Revolution 
he fled to Switzerland, from where he had come to the United 
States in 1850. 

Another prominent leader of the Iowa Germans in 1860 
was Nicholas J. Rusch, who served as lieutenant-governor 
of Iowa in 1859 and 1860. Rusch was born in Marne, Holstein, 
in February, 1822. He received his education at the Gym- 
nasium in Meddorf, a Seminar of Segeberg, and later at the 
University of Kiel. Because of political disturbances in 
Schleswig-Holstein he emigrated to Scott county, Iowa, near 
Davenport, where he farmed very successfully. He was 
elected to the State Senate of Iowa in 1857 where he served 
until his election as lieutenant-governor of the state. In 
1860 Governor Kirkwood appointed Rusch Immigration 
Commissioner for Iowa. He resigned this position when 
Civil War broke out and gave his services to the Union cause. 
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When he died at Vicksburg, Mississippi, he was serving as 
a Colonel in the Union army.” 

Hans R. Claussen and Theodor Olshausen were also leaders 
of great authority among the Germans of Iowa. The latter 
acquired a national reputation as an editor and writer. For 
years he edited Der Demokrat, a German Republican news- 
paper in Davenport, Iowa. ‘‘Olshausen was of a famous 
family and had a notable career in letters and polities’’ in 
Germany. Claussen had been an advocate in the Holstein 
courts, and a member of the Frankfort, Holstein, and Stutt- 
gart Congresses. These two men had been imprisoned in 
Denmark, because they had protested against the treat- 
ment of the Holsteiners by the Danish king. Upon their 


release from prison they had migrated to America and 


had eventually settled in Iowa.* 

In 1860 only five German newspapers were being published 
in Iowa. The oldest of these, the Zowa Staats Zeitung, had 
been founded in Dubuque in 1849, as the Northwest Demo- 
krat. Its first editor was B. Hauf, who published the paper 
until 1855. In that year D. A. Mahoney became the editor, 
but in a short while John Bittman took over the publishing 
of the Northwest Demokrat and changed its name to the 
Iowa Staats Zeitung. At the same time Dr. George Hillgartner 
became the editor. The Zeitung, originally Democratic, became 
Republican in 1856. 

The Burlington, Des Moines County, Volksblatt, was estab- 
lished in 1852 by Metz and Loeber. It changed editors several 
times, and in 1855 the name of the paper became the Freve 
Presse. In 1860 it was being edited by a Mr. Vanzelow. 

Der Demokrat, an important Republican newspaper, was 
founded in Davenport as a Whig organ in 1851. Henry 
Lischer and Company owned Der Demokrat in 1860, and 
Theodor Olshausen was its editor. 

The Democratic German-American newspaper, Beobachter 
des Westens, was located in Keokuk. It was begun in 1855 by 
William Kopp, but was managed by Leopold Mader in 1860. 

When the Northwest Demokrat changed its political affili- 
ations in 1856, a demand arose in Dubuque for a Democratic 


27Herriott, op. cit., pp. 81-82. 


28Ibid., pp. 43-44. 
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German newspaper. In answer to this demand, Frederick 
A. Giuffke founded Der National Demokrat. This paper was 
published as a daily in 1857, but reverted to a weekly about a 
year later.” 

The political sympathies of the Gerinan newspapers in Iowa 
in 1860, were, no doubt, reflections of the attitudes of their 
constituents. The fact that these papers were so evenly 
divided on party ties, leads one to suspect that neither 
political party in Iowa could claim the entire German vote 
in 1860. 

THE PouiticaAL ScENE IN Iowa BEForE 1860 


The decade of the 1850’s was a period of political revolution 
in Iowa. Sentiment in the Territory of Iowa had been strong- 
ly Democratic. Only once, in the ‘‘hard cider’’ year of 1840, 
did the Whigs win control of the Territorial legislature. 
During the first eight years of statehood, from 1846 to 
1854, the state government remained in the hands of the 
Democracy. In that year, however, under the dynamic leader- 
ship of James W. Grimes, their candidate for governor, the 
Whig party won a foothold in the government at Iowa City. 
Although the Democrats secured a majority of one in the 
state senate, the Whigs had won the governorship and a 
majority in the house.” 

Several factors probably entered into this unexpected 
political turn. The source of immigration to Iowa had 
shifted from the southern and ‘‘border’’ states to the strongly 
Whig states of New England, New York and Pennsylvania. 
The pro-slavery leanings of the Democratic senators from 
Iowa, Augustus C. Dodge and George W. Jones, as demon- 
strated by their votes for the Kansas-Nebraska bill and 
against the Wilmot Proviso, also had an unfavorable effect 
upon the Iowa Democracy. No doubt the personal popularity 
of Grimes was an added factor in the Whig victory of 1854. 

Governor Grimes, who had parted with the Whig party 
before he took office, was instrumental in the formation 
of the Republican party in Iowa. On February 22, 1856, 
a meeting was held at Iowa City, at which the state party 


**Hildegard E. Frese, German-American Journalism in the State of Iowa, 1935, 
pp. 12-16. 
80Pelzer, op. cit., p. 201. 
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organization was established. The Republicans gained 
strength so rapidly that twenty-one of the thirty-six delegates 
elected to the constitutional convention in August 1856 were 
listed as Republicans." 


This first Republican administration of Iowa was one of 
reform. During its tenure of office the State Constitution 
was revised, a state bank founded, and a prohibitory liquor 
law, similar to the famous ‘‘Maine Law,’’ was passed. The 
latter measure proved to be very unpopular with the Germans 
in the state and was modified in 1857 and again in 1858.” 


When Governor Grimes refused the renomination which 
the Republicans offered him in 1857, Ralph P. Lowe of 
Muscatine was chosen instead and elected Governor. Grimes 
succeeded George W. Jones to the United States Senate on 
March 4, 1859. 

In the election of 1858 the Republican ticket swept the 
state. For the first time in the history of Iowa there was 
an overwhelming representation of one party in the state 
government. The Republicans controlled both houses of the 
General Assembly by substantial majorities; and elected a 
complete slate of Republican State officers. In addition 
both United States Senators and the entire delegation to 
Congress were Republicans. The political revolution was 
complete.” 

While the Republican party had intrenched itself in the 
state capitol in 1858, its chances for success in the elections 
of 1859 and 1860 were not assured. There was criticism of 
state taxes and expenditures which had been raised to carry 
out the Republican reforms. The Democrats were demanding 
a ‘‘revision of existing banking laws and of the State 
Constitution.’ Attacks were being made on the Republican 
attempt to amend the Iowa School law which barred negro 
children from schools unless unanimous consent of the white 
parents of the district was given.” Democratic papers were 


accusing the Republicans of being a prohibition party, on 


31Cyrenus Cole, Iowa—Through the Years, Iowa City, 1940, pp. 150-260. 


22 eckly Independence (lowa) Civilian, Aug. 18, 1859; The Democratic En- 
quirer, prance Towa, Sept. 22, 1859; Cyrenus Cole, A History of the People 
of Iowa, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1921, p. 277. 

83Pelzer, op. cit., p. 201. 

84] bid,, ‘p. 220. a 

85WVeckly Independence (Iowa) Civilian, Aug. 25, 1859. 
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the one hand, and of amending the prohibition law on the 
other.” Among the more serious worries of the Republicans 
was the restlessness of the Germans, who suspected Iowa 
Republicans of sympathy with the Know-Nothings.” 


THE STRUGGLE For GERMAN Votes IN THE CAMPAIGNS OF 
1859 Anp 1860 


The Iowa Republicans were put on the defensive in their 
dealing with the naturalized citizens by the passage of the 
proseriptive ‘‘two year’? amendment which was submitted 
to the people of Massachusetts in March, 1859. As soon as 
this measure had passed the Republican Massachusetts 
legislature, the Democratic press of Iowa featured it in their 
editorials as an evidence of Know-Nothingism within the 
Republican ranks. These papers warned the Germans that 
the only reason that such a measure had not been introduced 
by the Iowa Republicans was that the party in Iowa needed 
the German vote; but that as soon as the Republicans could, 
with the aid of the German voters, split the nation in two 
and get control of the government, they would turn on their 
German friends.” Not only had the Massachusetts Republicans 
debased the foreigner, but by enfranchising the negro had 
placed the adopted citizen in an even more unworthy posi- 
tion. The editor of the Jowa Weekly Democrat, of Sigourney, 
sarcastically remarked :* 

But Massachusetts has made . .. progress; she has extended 
to the African the immunities of the elective franchise, and 
repealed all laws that stigmatized the negro, and in her love for 
humanity, has adopted State laws in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and now she is endeavoring to dis- 
enfranchise the white foreign citizens by extending the period 
allowed them by the federal constitution to become voters and 
citizens of the American Union. 

The Democratic party, they said, ‘‘places the adopted 
citizen, wherever he may have been born, or at whatever 
altar he may worship on a basis of perfect and entire 
equality with the native.’ Several of the Democratic papers 
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printed a clipping from the Quincy (Massachusetts) Herald 
of the proclamation of the Germans of Massachusetts that 
they would never again support the Republican party.” 

The Republican papers of the state were equally emphatic 
in condemnation of the Massachusetts amendment, but 
pointed out that the entire Republican party could not be 
censured for the actions of its partizans of one state. They 
said that the Republican party the country over condemned 
the ‘‘two years’’ amendment, and went so far as to hope that 
the Republicans of Massachusetts would lose the coming 
election.” No doubt this wish was sincere for it was felt 
that many Germans would be driven from the party by the 
amendment, and as one paper said; ‘‘ Without the German 
vote, Illinois and Wisconsin would today be in the hands of 
the black Democracy.’’ “ 

When on May 9, 1859, the people of Massachusetts ratified 
the ‘‘two year’’ amendment, the discussion of the question 
became even more agitated in Iowa. Many of the Democratic 
papers in the latter state carried several articles on the sub- 
ject in one issue. The Weekly Independence (Lowa) Civilian 
prophesied that if the Republicans of Iowa* 

were strong enough to do without foreign votes, they would soon 
be walking in the steps of Massachusetts. But the Democratic 
party has never had but one creed and one record on this ques- 
tion. The Democratic party has never proscribed any portion of 
the white race, and has claims upon the support of naturalized 
citizens that we believe will not be forgotten. Old friends are 
the best, provided they have been tried and found true,—new 
friends may prove treacherous. 

By this time, the Republicans had organized a rebuttal, 
which, however, was very weak. The Gate City, Keosauqua 
Republican, and Davenport Gazette, following the lead of 
Horace Greeley’s Tribune, charged that the Massachusetts 
amendment was passed by a secret vote of the Democrats, in 
an effort to discredit the Republicans.” The Democratic 
press, in refutation, pointed out that the Boston Bee, a 
Republican paper, boasted that the amendment was a Re- 
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publican victory,” that the Springfield (Massachusetts) Re- 
publican, though opposing it, admitted it was a Republican 
measure,” and that the Massachusetts Germans, themselves, 
blamed the Republicans of that state for the law.“ The Sioux 
City (Iowa) Register said :* 

It is useless for the Republicans of two or three Western States 
to excuse or repudiate the purpose foreshadowed by the action of 
Massachusetts. Adopted citizens simply ask the enjoyment of all 
the political rights and equality guaranteed them by the consti- 
tution—no more or less. These they begin to see will be secured 
to them by the Democracy only, a party that has never wavered 
in its fidelity to the constitution. 

In answer to the Republican defense that the nativist 
attitude in the party was purely local, the Democrats showed 
the Germans that a proscriptive amendment was pending at 
the time in Connecticut, sponsored by the Republican party 
and that the Republican State Convention in New York 
had recommended a similar law for that state.” The union 
of the American and Republican parties in Hamilton, Ohio, 
was also pointed to as proof that Know-Nothingism was not 
a local element in the Republican party.” 

The best defensive argument that the Iowa Republicans 
could present was that the vote on the Massachusetts amend- 
ment was very small, very close, and from the city districts; 
indicating that it was an American rather than a Republican 
vote.” 

The nativist Republican press of the east caused the Iowa 
Republicans more worry than did the Massachusetts amend- 
ment. Their editorials were freely clipped by Democratic 
papers in Iowa to offer proof of the American tendencies of 
the Republicans. Two eastern Republican papers so used by 
the Democratic press were the Cleveland (Ohio) Herald and 
the Boston (Massachusetts) Bee which denounced all for- 
eigners and Catholies in very insulting terms.” 

The Germans of Iowa were thoroughly aroused by the 
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Massachusetts amendment and seemed to fear that the Re- 
publicans of the west were sympathetic to the nativist 
activities of the eastern party members. Nicholas Schade, a 
German-American of Burlington, Iowa, on May 20, 1859, 
wrote a public letter of nearly five columns length to the 
press of Iowa, urging the Germans not to vote the Republican 
ticket because the Republicans were the party of nativism 
and prohibition.“ The Republicans were to hear more of 
Schade before the end of the campaign. An association of 
Germans known as the ‘‘Schulverein’’ met at Le Claire, 
Scott County, to draw up a set of resolutions denunciatory 
of Massachusetts Republicanism.” In April a committee of 
German political leaders, among whom were Hillgartner, 
Bittman, Freund, Olshausen, and Gulich,—submitted a ques- 
tionnaire to the Congressional delegation from Iowa, in which 
they asked them :” 

Ist. Are you in favor of the Naturalization Laws as they now 
stand, and particularly against all and every extension of the 
probation time? 

2nd. Do you regard it as a duty of the Republican party, 
as the party of equal rights, to oppose and war upon each and 


every discrimination that may be attempted to be made between 

the Native born and Adopted citizens as to the right of suffrage? 

3rd. Do you condemn the late action of the Republicans in 

the Massachusetts legislature, for attempting to exclude the 

Adopted citizens for two years from the ballot box, as unwise, 
unjust, and uncalled for? 

Senator James W. Grimes, in an open letter from Burling- 

ton, Iowa, on April 30, replied to this inquiry : * 

To each of these interrogations I respond unhesitatingly in the 
affirmative. 

In regard to the recent action of the Massachusetts Legislature 
in relation to the right of suffrage, I have this to say: That while 
I admit that the regulation sought to be adopted is purely of a 
local character, with which we of Iowa have nothing directly 
to do, and while I would be one of the last men in the world 
to interfere in the local affairs of a sovereign State, or with the 
action of any party in that State upon local matters, yet I claim 
the right to condemn, as my judgement may dictate, such a State 
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or party action, when, in my conviction, it is based upon a false 
and dangerous principle. 

I believe the action of the Massachusetts Legislature alluded 
to, to be based upon such a principle, and to be fraught with 
evil and only eyil, continually, to the whole country and not to 
Massachusetts alone. Hence I condemn and deplore it without 
equivocation or reserve. 


Knowing how much the adoption of the proposed constitutional 
provision will offend their brethern elsewhere, the Republicans 
of Massachusetts owe it to their party, that this amendment 
should be overwhelmingly voted down. 

In reply to the same letter Senator James Harlan 
answered :™ 

I am compelled as a Republican, to say in reply to your first 
interrogatory, that I am not an advocate for any material change 
in the naturalization laws; to the second I do not approve any 
discrimination whatever against the rights of naturalized citizens; 
to the third, that I would not, if I were a citizen of Mass- 
achusetts, advocate the adoption of the proposed amendment to 
her Constitution. 

Representatives Curtis and Vandever answered the in- 
quiry in terms equally clear.” Because of his letter Grimes 
was accused of hypocrisy by the Democrats, who charged 
that he had been a Know-Nothing in 1854-1855 and had 
supported the belief that all foreigners should wait twenty- 
one years after naturalization before voting.” 


It was necessary in the face of these charges of nativism 
that the Republican party of Iowa, if it was to win the Ger- 
man vote, take a definite stand against proscriptive legis- 
lation. Such a step was taken even before the ‘‘two year’’ 
amendment went to the people of Massachusetts for their 
approval. In the spring of 1859 the Republican State Central 
Committee of Iowa issued a public denunciation of the recent 
action of the Massachusetts Legislature. This proclamation 
did not meet the approval of all of the Iowa Republicans. 
There were those who felt that though the action of the 
Massachusetts Legislature was impolitic, it could not affect 
the party elsewhere. ‘‘It is their affair, and not ours,’’ they 
said. ‘‘Our policy is to let the Republicans of each state take 
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care of themselves.’’” The Democrats, of course, cried again, 
*“Hypocrisy !’’ ° 

Many of the county conventions of both parties, who were 
choosing delegates to the coming state conventions, passed 
strong resolutions denouncing the ‘‘two year’’ amendment 
of Masachusetts.” Prejudice, though, appeared in the ranks 
of both parties in spite of their professions of friendliness 
to the naturalized citizens. In the Johnson County Conven- 
tion, Edward Zitschke, a German-American, asked to rep- 
resent the German element of the county at the State Con- 
vention, and his name was placed on the ballot list by a 
friend. Without reason his name was erased.” In the Daven- 
port city election the editor of the Davenport News, who 
was a candidate for office, offered a ballot to a German 
citizen. When the German refused it, the candidate called 
him ‘‘a d—d Dutchman.’’ In the next issue of his paper, 


June 11, 1859, the editor admitted that he used the phrase 


and reserved the right to use it against any German who 
gave him provocation.” 


Many Republicans, however, thought that mere denunci- 
ations were not enough to hold the vote of the Germans of 
the party. They felt that more tangible proof of friendship 
was needed. This group recommended that the Republican 
State Convention nominate a German for leutenant-gov- 
ernor.” Such a move had a precedent, for in two neighbor- 
ing states the Republican party had chosen German leaders 
as standard bearers. Illinois, where the German vote was im- 
portant, had honored Gustav Korner with the lieutenant- 
governorship in 1852 and again in 1854." The Republicans 
in Wisconsin, to hold the German vote, had nominated Carl 
Schurz for lieutenant-governor in 1857, but he had been 
defeated.” 
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This suggestion was fruitful, and at the State Republican 
Convention at Des Moines on June 22, 1859, the name of 
Nicholas J. Rusch, a German, was placed as_ lieutenant- 
governor on the ticket headed by Samuel J. Kirkwood.” 
Rusch, who had been educated in Germany, came to Scott 
county, Iowa, in 1847. He had been elected to the state 
senate in 1857 and was prominent in that body as a liberal.” 
At the Republican State Convention at Iowa City on June 17, 
1858, he was chosen for the State Republican Central Com- 
mittee,” and at the moment he was in the political lime- 
light because of a powerful letter he had written to the 
New York Tribune on April 11, 1859, severely criticizing 
the action of the Massachusetts Republicans for sponsoring 
the ‘‘two year’’ amendment.” 

In appearance Mr. Rusch was a typical German. He smoked 
a long-stemmed pipe, the bowl of which was porcelain and 
had pictures painted on it.” His English was so poor that he_ 
felt it to be a handicap. When Rusch learned that he had 
been mentioned as a possible candidate for lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, he wrote to Kirkwood that he felt his ‘‘broken English 
and little experience are not proper qualifications for an 
office of that nature.’’* 


No doubt Senator Rusch’s estimate of himself was too 
modest. As might be expected, the Republican papers spoke 
very favorably of his ability.” But a leading Democratic 
organ paid him a high compliment, the sincerity of which 
cannot be doubted. Before the Republican nominating Con- 
vention was held, the Davenport (Iowa) News prophesied 
that if ‘‘Iowa remains a Republican State, and Rusch’s 
countrymen continue to exercise so important an influence 
over the destinies of the Republican party here, he will have, 
with his fine natural abilities, a glorious future before him. 
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He will undoubtedly go eventually to the arena of the United 
States Senate to display them.’’® 

Among the planks of the Republican platform adopted 
at the Des Moines Convention in June, 1859, was one claiming 
“‘for citizens, native and naturalized, liberty of conscience, 
equality of rights, and the free exercise of the right of Suf- 
frage.’’ This plank cordially approved ‘‘of the action taken 
by the Republican State Committee in regard to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Massachusetts Legislature to its Consti- 
tution.’”” 

The platform contained two other planks of special interest 
to the Germans of the state. One was a resolution denouncing 
the Democratic party for defeating, in the United States 
Senate, ‘‘the Homestead Bill, which was designed to secure 
free homes for free people, whether native or foreign birth.’’ 
The other of these two planks resolved :* 

That the rights of citizens are equal, and they are equally en- 
titled to protection at home and abroad, without regard to nativity 
or duration of domicil, [sic] and that the late refusal by the federal 
government as expressed in the late official communication of 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State, to guarantee against arrest and 
detention abroad of naturalized citizens on the ground of their 
allegiance to a foreign power, is a cowardly abandonment of the 
true and noble position hitherto occupied by our goverment. 


The latter resolution referred to the difficulty being en- 
countered by the State Department in attempting to protect 
naturalized American citizens who visited their homelands 
from being forced into military service abroad against their 
wills. France, Austria, Prussia, and some other foreign coun- 
tries denied the right of expatriation. This problem, always 
a trying one to the United States, had increased in difficulty 
with the breaking out of the Austro-Sardinian War in the 
winter of 1859. In May of that year Mr. Felix Le Clerc, of 
Memphis, Tennessee, a naturalized American who was a 
refugee from France for refusing military service, asked the 
United States government to protect him if he should return 
to France. In a letter of May 17, 1859, Secretary Cass in- 
formed Le Clere that his naturalization in this country would 
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not exempt him from the military service that the French 
government claimed from him.” 

Another naturalized citizen, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles 
Ernst of Cincinnati, an officer of the Ohio militia, wished to 
observe the European War zone. Although he had been an 
American citizen for thirty years, Secretary Cass would not 
guarantee his protection from impressment.” The government 
gave a similar warning to a German, Mr. A. V. Hofer, in 
June, 1859. 

The seeming weakness of the Buchanan administration 
in protecting naturalized Americans abroad greatly alarmed 
the Germans and gave the Republican party a_ backfire 
against the Democratic attack on nativism. ‘‘If a ‘naturalized’ 
citizen cannot claim the protection of his government in a 
foreign country’’, they said, ‘‘then it is clear that no citizen 
can, unless there is a distinction between the native and 
foreign born; and if there is a distinction, it will not be 
forgotten that a Democratic administration was the first to 
find it out and make it operative.’’“ Compared to this ruling 
of the State Department, the restrictive action of Mass- 
achusetts was as nothing, the Republicans claimed. ‘‘If one 
ten times more stringent were enacted in every State in the 
Union, it could not affect the foreign born citizen so 
disastrously’’ as the Cass ruling.“ 

The Iowa Democrats contended that this policy of the 
government in regard to naturalized citizens abroad had 
been adhered to for years and quoted past incidents similar 
to those of Le Clere’s to prove their contention.“ 

These two issues, the Massachusetts restrictive amendment 
and Cass’ ‘‘Le Clere ruling,’’ were the major points of 
argument in the struggle for the Iowa German vote in 1859. 
They were hotly debated in the newspapers of the state from 
March until well after the October election. 

On June 23, the day after the Republican State Conven- 
tion in Des Moines, the Democrats convened in the same 
city to choose a state ticket and construct a platform. 
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Augustus C. Dodge, United States Minister to Spain, was 
nominated for Governor and Lysander W. Babbitt for 
lieutenant-governor. The lengthy platform adopted included 
a plank assuring naturalized citizens that the doctrine of 
the Democratic party was equal rights and protection for 
adopted and native born citizens at home and abroad. It also 
favored a homestead law. 

The Democratic platform attempted to revive the question 
of the Iowa prohibition law, which it said was ‘‘inconsistant 
with the genius of free people, and unjust and burdensome 
in its operation.’’ It declared that it had ‘‘vexed and 
harassed the citizen, burdened the counties with expense 
and litigation, and proven wholly useless in the suppression 
of intemperence.’”** Although the Democratic papers occasion- 
ally referred to the ‘‘Maine Law’’ during the campaign, the 
question of prohibition did not become a major issue. The 
Republicans had modified the law twice, largely at the 
instance of the Germans, and it is doubtful whether the 
temperance question greatly influenced the German vote in 
Towa in 1859. 

From the moment Rusch was nominated he was under 
fire from Democratic speakers and newspapers. They charged 
that he had been nominated only as a matter of policy and 
that even the Republicans hoped that he would be defeated, 
as Schurz had been in Wisconsin.” Unless he had _ been 
nominated, the Democrats said, the German Republicans, 
disgruntled over the nominations of ‘‘Know-Nothings Vande- 
ver, Harlan, Grimes, Thorington, and others’’ would have 
left the party.” It was prophesied that because of Rusch’s 
nomination there would be disaffection in the Republican 
party, for ‘‘the lager and Dark Lantern elements rest in 
uneasy companionship.’”” 

Many of the Democrats, who had been pleading their friend- 
liness for the adopted citizens before the nominating Conven- 
tion, now turned on the Germans a scorn as biting as that for 
which they had previously condemned the Republicans of 
Massachusetts. They declared that the Germans were “‘busy 
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bodies, and mischief makers in every community where they 
reside. They were driven out of Germany in 748 for their 
clannishness and meddlesomeness. They ignore the Bible, and 
all revealed religion, believe in no future state of rewards 
and punishment, and act on an infidel motto, live while we 
live.’ They aim at anarchy in politics, morals and religion, 
and are a curse to any country or community.’”” 

Mr. Rusch was attacked because of his activities in attempt- 
ing tochange the school law to make it easier for negro 
children to attend public schools in Iowa,” and for his opposi- 
tion to the state prohibition law.” His opponents denounced 
him as a ‘‘Red, alias Black, alias Free Thinking, alias anti- 
Sunday, alias anti-Bible, alias anti-Maine Law, alias pro-Lager 
Beer Republican.’ 

It was charged that he was not intelligent and spoke 
English so poorly that it would be impossible for him to 
preside over the Senate. The prediction was made that if 
elected he would either resign the office or get sick, requiring 
his absence from the Senate, so that he could not preside.” A 
prominent Democrat was heard to say at the State Con- 
vention that the Germans would do very well for ‘‘ ‘Voting 
Stock’, but he hoped the state would never be disgraced by 
having a German to preside in the Senate.’’™ 

The only criticism voiced against Rusch in the Republican 
party was from Prohibitionists who opposed the candidate’s 
efforts to amend the ‘‘dry’’ law. The Reverend Jocelyn, a 
Methodist minister, said that he would never vote for 
Nicholas J. Rusch, ‘‘who had been instrumental in modify- 
ing the prohibitory law of 1855.’’ Senator Harlan, a promi- 
nent Methodist, was soon to be a candidate for reelection; so 
Rusch men declared that if the Methodists voted against 
Rusch, that Harlan would never be reelected.” 

The fact that Kirkwood and Rusch were both farmers 
caused the Democratic Clarion, published in Bloomfield, to 
deride the Republican candidates as the ‘‘Plough-handle 
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ticket.’’ This proved to be a costly error, for the Republicans 
took up the ‘‘catchy’’ phrase and, comparing Kirkwood to 
Cincinnatus, went into the campaign marked as the friends 
of the farmer.” 

Mr. Kirkwood and General Dodge ‘‘took the stump”’ 
shortly after the nominating conventions had selected them. 
The extension of slavery was the most important issue of the 
campaign, but the whole reform program of the Republicans 
was under fire. 

Neither Rusch nor Babbitt were able to do any active 
campaigning until late in the summer. Mr. Rusch, being a 
farmer, could not leave during the harvest season, and was 
further detained by what a friendly newspaper announced 


as the arrival of ‘‘another little Rusch light to illuminate 


2 99T 


his domestic pathway. 

He was booked, generally, to deliver German addresses 
in German communities, but he also spoke English at times. 
On these occasions the Democrats mercilessly ridiculed his 
brogue.” To counteract Senator Rusch’s influence with the 
Germans, the Democrats employed Colonel Louis Schade, of 
Burlington, Iowa, to debate with him in the German language. 
There seemed to be no organized ‘‘stump’’ campaign. Schade 
followed Rusch from town to town and disturbed his 
addresses by argument and, if possible, by leading part of 
the crowd to another meeting place.”” Senator Rusch also met 
Van Antwerp and Claggett in debate during this cam- 
paign.”’ All in all, the German candidate seems to have 
carried out a successful speaking tour and to have gained 
many friends for himself and the party.” 

It was freely predicted by the Democrats that even though 
Samuel Kirkwood should be elected Governor, Nicholas J. 
Rusch would be badly defeated. Some prophets guessed that 
Rusch would fall 5,000 votes behind Kirkwood.” The defeat 
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of Carl Schurz for lieutenant-governor in Wisconsin was 
pointed to as proof of the treatment a German Republican 
candidate would receive.” 

Their predictions that Rusch would fall behind Kirkwood 
were correct; for, although the German candidate received 
55,142 votes, a clear majority of 2,279 over his opponent, he 
fell 1,363 votes short of Kirkwood.™ 

Before the furor of the election of 1859 had died away, 
the national campaign of 1860 was shaping itself in lowa. 
The German Republicans who had so recently gained 
political prestige in the state, through the election of one 
of their leaders as lieutenant-governor, were a bloc with which 
the party had to reckon. They were radically opposed to 
slavery and certainly would not approve of a compromise 
attitude on that question by the party organization. When 
John Brown was hanged on December 2, 1859, many German 
citizens of Davenport wore crepe, and many business houses 
displayed signs of mourning. A German theater flew its 
flag at half mast, and Der Demokrat shrouded its editorial 
on the hanging in black lines of mourning.™ 


In state politics the only issue of particular interest to the 
Germans in 1860 was the attempt of the Democratic mem- 
bers of the House in March to repeal the ‘‘Lager beer amend- 
ment’’ to the prohibition law. The Republicans supported the 
amendment, and it remained in foree.™ The attention of the 
Germans, therefore, was focused on the national scene. 


There was strong sentiment among Iowa Republicans for 
the nomination of Judge Edward Bates, of St. Louis, for 
President. Mr. John Mahin, editor of the Muscatine Journal, 
a liberal leader, said on December 3, 1859, that Bates ‘‘ would 
doubtless receive the united support of the Republican 
party.’”’ On January 17, 1860, Mr. Clark Dunham, editor 
of the Hawkeye, of Burlington, Iowa, announced that he 
also favored the St. Louisan. Mr. John A. Kasson, chairman 
of the Republican State Central Committee of Iowa, had 


103Sioux City (lowa) Register, Sept. 15, 1859; Democratic Clarion, Bloomfield, 
Towa, Sept. 21, 1859. 

104Sioux City (Iowa) Register, Jan. 21, 1860. 

106Pelzer, op. cit., p. 211; The Weekly News, Mount Vernon, Io » eb eed : 
Democratic Clarion, Bloomfield, Iowa, Mar. 14, 1860. ad foes 

106Herriott, op. cit., p. 17. 


| 


THE IOWA GERMANS IN THE ELECTION OF 1860 447 


practiced law in the same courts with Judge Bates in St. 
Louis before coming to Iowa and favored him as a eandi- 
date. The fact that the New York Tribune, which sponsored 
Bates’ candidacy, was the most widely read Republican paper 
in Iowa, kept his name alive in the state as a prospective 
nominee.” 

The German Republicans the nation over were opposed 
to Judge Bates as a nominee for President because of his 
conservative stand on slavery and the taint of nativism which 
they felt he possessed. The first organized move that was 
made by the Germans against the Bates candidacy was the 
meeting of Germans held in Davenport, Iowa, on March 7, 
1860. As previously mentioned, this meeting started a move- 
ment which culminated in the conference of German- 
Americans in the Deutsches Haus in Chicago on May 15 and 
16 where the Bates campaign was effectually stopped. The 
Davenport meeting presented resolutions to the congressional 
delegation from Iowa declaring that under no circumstances 
would the Germans vote for Edward Bates. Hans R. 
Claussen accompanied these resolutions to Senator James 
Harlan by a letter written March 31, 1860, informing him 
that ‘‘those who think Bates still available must not count 
upon the German vote.’’™” 

Mr. Add. H. Sanders, the editor of the Daily Gazette of 
Davenport, criticized the Germans in his March 10 issue for 
the stand they had taken. He felt that if the Germans did 
not want Bates for a candidate, they should work to see that 
he wasn’t nominated; but if the National Republican Con- 
vention should, in its wisdom, decide that he was the correct 
nominee, every Republican should support him. Theodor 
Olshausen, of Der Demokrat, replied to him that ‘‘no matter 
what course the majority of the republican party may 
pursue, we for our part shall always and immutably remain 
true to the principles of liberty and humanity which we 
heretofore have considered identical with those of the re- 


publican party.’’*” 
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The Republican State Convention held at Des Moines, 
January 18, 1860, to choose a delegation to the Republican 
National Convention of May 16 at Chicago was unin- 
structed." Iowa had eight votes at the National Conven- 
tion. On the first ballot Iowa voted: Lincoln, two; Seward, 
two; Cameron, one; Bates, one; Chase, one; McLean, one. 
On the final ballot the vote was: Lincoln, five and one-half; 
Seward, two; Chase, one-half.” Something had happened 
to the Bates ‘‘boom’’ in Iowa between March and May. No 
doubt the German attitude had much to do with it. 


While the German Democrats in Iowa did not play a 
leading role in forming the policy of their party, as did 
their Republican fellows, some of them were active in support 
of the Democracy. At a Douglas ratification meeting held 
in Independence, Iowa, on June 25, 1860, three of the 
addresses were delivered in German :by Messrs. Cummings, 
Bitnes, and Hegee,” and several Germans were mentioned 
as converts to the Democratic party.™ 

In the campaign of 1860 there was less effort made by 
both parties in Iowa to win the German vote by arguments 
directed to them than there was in 1859. The bitter attitude 
that Douglas was taking toward the Germans was pointed 
out by the Republicans,” but there were no other issues 
specifically presented for them. It is only through the 
analysis of their vote that any conclusion can be reached as 
to their sympathies in the election campaign of 1860. 


How THE Iowa GERMANS Vortep IN 1860 


There are four possible methods of estimating the political 
leanings of the Germans in 1860. One obvious way is to com- 
pare the strength and activity of the Germans in the political 
organizations of the time. Another method of estimating 
their vote is by ascertaining the opinions of contemporary 
politicians. A third way is to analyze the political leanings 
of the German press. A more accurate method than any 
of these is to compare the election returns of a considerable 
eae, op. cit., p. 215. 

112Cole, Jowa—Through the Years, p. 272. 

usWeekly Independence (lowa) Civilian, June 28, 1860. 


M4Democratic Enquirer, Muscatine, Iowa, Aug. 2, 1860. 
16Montezuma (lowa) Weekly Republican, July 4, 1860. 
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number of voting precincts with a heavy German population 
with the same number of townships of largely native com- 
position. 

As related above, the German-Americans took an active 
and influential part in the councils of the Iowa Republican 
party in 1860. Their vote was considered so valuable that 
one of their leaders was honored with election as lieutenant- 
governor of the state in 1859. Acting as a pressure group 
they killed the campaign of Edward O. Bates for the Re- 
publican nomination for President. On the other hand, there 
seems to have been little German activity in the Democratic 
party compared to that in the Republican organization. This 
would lead to the belief that the Germans in Iowa were pre- 
ponderantly Republican in 1860. 

The opinions of contemporary politicians would lead to 
the same conclusion. When Carl Schurz estimated that 300,- 
000 Germans in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Ohio voted for Fremont in 1856, he spoke as a trained 
political leader and observer of his countrymen. His prophecy 
that the same number of Germans from those states would 
vote for Lincoln in 1860 was also based upon an intimate 
knowledge of his followers." The opinion that the German 
vote was essential to the Republican party in Iowa was held 
by the leaders of both parties in the state. It was generally 
predicted by the newspapers that without the Germans the 
Republican party would be in the minority on 1860." The 
Weekly Independence (Iowa) Civilian said,” ‘‘Well they 
(the Iowa Republicans) know that without their (the Ger- 
man) votes, Republicanism would be in the minority.’’ 


The Sioux City (Iowa) Register predicted that,” ‘‘If they 
(the Republicans) refuse to accede to the demand of their 
German allies (in the Massachusetts amendment repeal) they 
will be defeated in every state west and north of the Ohio.”’ 


116Schrader, The Germans in the Making of America, Boston, 1924, pp. 192-194, 

u7Columbia City (lowa) Enterprise, July 16, 1859; Democratic Clarion, Bloom- 
field, Iowa, May i1, 1859, June 29, 1859, Mar. 14, 1860; Democratic Enquirer, 
Muscatine, Iowa, Sept. 22, 1859; Life in the West, Sigourney, Iowa, July 28, 1859; 
Montezuma (Iowa) Weekly Republican, April 28, 1859, Sept. 1, 1859; Sioux City 
(lowa) Register, April 28, 1859, July 14, 1859, Aug. 11, 1859; Vinton (lowa) Eagle, 
April 5, 1859; Weekly Independence (Iowa) Civilian, Mar. 17, 1859; Weekly 
Maquoketa (Iowa) Excelsior, Sept. 20, 1859. 
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The Iowa Republicans considered the German voters “‘the 
chief cornerstone of their political fabric’’ according to the 
Iowa Weekly Democrat of Sigourney.” These opinions may 
signify that the majority of the Iowa Germans were Re- 
publicans in that year, but it is untrue that they could have 
given Douglas a majority over Lincoln by shifting to the 
Democratic party en masse. Lincoln received 70,118 votes in 
Towa in 1860, or 54.54% of the entire state ballots. Douglas 
secured 55,639 votes, or 43.28% of the total.” This gave 
Lincoln a majority of 11.26% of the entire vote over his 
strongest opponent. 


German born inhabitants formed only 5.71% of the 
population of Iowa in 1860. Many of these Germans could 
not vote in that year because the Iowa election law made 
naturalization a prerequisite to suffrage. It can be taken 
for granted, then, that in relation to their whole population 
a much smaller proportion of Germans voted in 1860 than 
did native citizens. 


If the German inhabitants of the State had voted in the 
same proportion that the native born citizens did, and if 
they had all voted for Lincoln, they would have been re- 
sponsible for only 5.71% of his 11.26% lead over Douglas. 
If these Germans had voted for Douglas instead of the Re- 
publican candidate, Douglas would have had a majority 
of only .16% of the entire state vote over Lincoln. However, 
the campaign activities showed that there was some Ger- 
man support of Douglas, and that part of his vote in Iowa 
came from the German element. The additional fact that a 
considerable proportion of the Germans were prevented 
from voting by the election laws would doubtless have entirely 
eliminated the Douglas majority in case of a ‘‘bolt’’ of the 
German Republicans. The conclusion is that while the Ger- 
man vote was important in Iowa in 1860, it was not essential 
to a Republican victory. 


Of the five German newspapers in lowa, three were Re- 
publican organs and two had Democratic leanings. This 
would indicate that a majority of the Germans of the state 


120June 10, 1859. 
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were Republican, but that a strong Democratic opposition 
existed among their countrymen. 

The election returns of a large number of the townships 
in Iowa in 1860 are not in existence. It is impossible, there- 
fore, to compare the vote of townships settled by Germans 
with that of precincts with a large majority of native born 
citizens. Tabulation of the population and election returns 
of twenty-three selected Iowa townships will be found at the 
end of this chapter. Returns are available for only four 
townships with very heavy German populations. In one of 
these, Jefferson township, in Clayton county, 86.87% of the 
heads of families were born in Germany. This precinet gave 
| Lincoln 55.24% of the total vote, while Douglas received 
_ 44.75%. Another strongly German precinct which delivered 
a Republican majority was the city of Davenport where 
the heads of 43.55% of the families were German natives. 
The percentage of vote in this city was: Lincoln, 64.52% ; 
Douglas, 31.41%; Breckenridge, 1.77%; and Bell, 2.28%. 
41.87% of the heads of families in Buffalo township, near 
Davenport, in Seott county, were of German nativity. This 
precinct gave Lincoln 52.54% of its vote; Douglas, 46.89% ; 
and Bell, .56%. Although all of these election precincts gave 
the Republican candidate a comfortable majority, the town- 
ship of Franklin in Lee county, where 66.89% of the heads 
of families were born in Germany, voted strongly Demo- 
eratic. In this precinct Lincoln received only 43.56% of the 
vote, while Douglas secured 55.77% of the ballots. The 
other .66% of the vote went to Bell. 

It would be impossible to estimate the German vote from 
a study of these few precincts. Such an examination merely 
tends to confirm the conclusion that, while a majority of 
the Germans in Iowa in 1860 were Republicans, neither 
party could claim the entire German vote, and that, while 
the vote of the Germans in Iowa was important in 1860, 
it could not, of itself, decide the issue between Lincoln and 
Douglas in that state. 
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TABLE I 


Nativity of Heads of Families in 
Selected Iowa Townships in 1860 ” 


Native Born German Others 


County—Township a 
Z No. | Percent! No. | Percent] No. | Percent 
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TABLE II 
Election Returns of 
Selected Iowa Townships in 1860 ” 
’ Lincoln Douglas Breckenridge Bell 
County—Township 
No. | Percent | No. | Percent| No. | Percent} No. | Percent 
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EARLY HORSELESS CARRIAGE DAYS IN IOWA 


By JouHn A. THompson 


Man rode on wheels a long time before he learned to replace 
horses with horsepower. 

The twentieth century was off to a good start before any- 
thing but widely scattered experimental automobiles were 
seen on the dirt roads of Iowa. I say ‘‘experimental’’ because 
repairs were needed every few miles even after days of greasy 
mechanical preparation for a long journey of twenty miles 
or less. 

Just as the automobile followed the horse on the dirt roads 
of Iowa, it also followed the race horse on Iowa’s dirt tracks. 

The early race cars were likewise ‘‘experimental.’’ It was 
all so new. Every ‘‘would be’’ racing driver was new at the 
game because there was no mechanical precedent. 

Stock model cars were ‘‘stripped down’’ by removing the 
body, fenders and lamps, leaving only the bare chassis. Early 
race drivers rode bareback upon the gas tanks. Later racers 
were ‘‘underslung’’ to avoid turning over on sharp turns. 

Seventy-five to one hundred pounds per square inch was 
common pressure in tires which blew out frequently and with 
little wear or provocation. 

The high wooden wheels (copied after horse carriage 
wheels) broke frequently when subjected to hard skids on 
sharp turns, so racers soon adopted ‘‘Houk,’’ ‘‘Hayes,’’ and 
other removable wheels which were stronger and afforded 
‘quick change when a tire blew out. . 

Cooling systems were not designed for continuous high 
speeds for long distances, so all sorts of extensions and en- 
largements were added to old radiators. 

Gasoline in those days was nothing like today’s highly re- 
fined, cracked and scientifically ‘‘doped’’ fuels. Ignition was 
also not so ‘‘hot.’’ So, starting was hard. Carburetor adjust- 
ments were frequent and troublesome. A carburetor adjusted 
for twenty miles per hour would ‘‘pop,’’ ‘‘cough,”’ ‘‘spit’’ 
and load up if the car exceeded thirty miles per hour. If the 


456 ANNALS OF IOWA 


carburetor was adjusted for forty miles per hour, then, once 
stopped, it wouldn’t start again, ete. 

Every driver had his own formula for ‘‘doping’’ the fuel. 
Some used ether; some, chloroform; others, a few drops of 
this or that ‘‘more speed liquid.’? The prescriptions were 
usually a closely guarded secret, especially if their car 
‘‘happened’’ to win a race. 

About 1912, one or two factories dared to offer roadsters 
with ‘‘racy lines.’’ Some of these gave vent to the craze for 
speed and records were made and broken every few weeks. 

The early races were mostly against time between cities or 
over a given stretch of straight -road. 

The corners on the public roads were altogether too sharp 
to permit a turn at more than twenty miles per hour. The 
increase in auto travel very soon demanded longer turns and 
less ruts. The main highways were graded and dragged more 
and more each year. Civie clubs, Chambers of Commerce, and 
other prometers soon took up the task of promoting certain 
main highways and advertised them as the ‘‘best route,’’ 
mostly for the selfish purpose of improving their own trade, 
but partly because of pride in having the highways passing 
through their community better kept than those of a neighbor- 
ing community. 

After each rain a committee would get after the farmers 
along the road and see that all seetions were ‘‘dragged.’’ 
Some of those ‘‘dragged’’ dirt roads at certain seasons were 
almost as smooth as cement. 

A paved highway was not even dreamed of in those days. 
After a heavy rain, followed by a little traffic (both wagon 
and auto), ruts twelve to twenty inches deep were not un- 
common; usually the track was devious beeause the first 
team would drive around the worst mud holes. Then, if a 
hard freeze came before the mud dried enough to drag, these 
ruts became the one track trail and many times the ruts 
would be worn smooth, wide and deep. 

Towa highway racing came into being about the time the 
main. dirt road from Davenport to Council Bluffs had been 
established along a route leading through Oskaloosa and Des 
Moines, and was heralded as the ‘‘White Pole Road,’’ and 
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later the ‘‘Great White Way,’’ by sponsors in various cities 
along that route. 

A rival route was established by an incorporated association 
of sponsors living in Iowa City, Grinnell, ete. They called 
the new and better route the ‘‘River to River Road.’’ 

Each group had its distinctive pole markings to guide 
the autoist from one crossroads to the next. The ‘‘Great 
White Way’’ lead the drivers over their route by a white 
hand-painted band on about every tenth telephone pole. The 
white band would be about two feet wide and placed about 
eight feet above the ground. 

The ‘‘River-to-River Road’’ association used two black and 


one white bands of about eight inches in width. 


Other road associations sprang up all over the state, each 
using a different color or style of telephone pole marking to 
guide the travelers to the cities favored by the association’s 
new route. When colors gave out, they adopted other mark- 
ings, such as the ‘‘Black Diamond,’’ the ‘‘Red Ball,’’ the 
“‘Blue X,’’ ete. The telephone poles along Iowa highways 
were smeared with various colors as high as painters could 
reach. Then the ‘‘Lincoln Highway’’ established the simple 
letter ‘‘L’’ marker on ’phone poles, and soon highway 
markers were adopted to further relieve the confusion. 

The rivalry soon became intense between these main trunk 
highway associations, and private auto owners began record 
setting and record breaking races from point to point 
principally to show off their fine roads and boost their 
communities. 

In the fall of 1913, Don McClure of Oskaloosa in his “‘ Oak- 
land Bug’’ raced Hal Wells of Grinnell in a ‘‘Velie Special”’ 
to prove the ‘‘Great White Way”’ or the ‘‘River-to-River 
Road’’ the superior route. Wells and the ‘‘River Road’’ en- 
thusiasts won the first trans-state heat. 

Many trans-state matched races and solo races against time 
followed during 1914 and 1915. They spread so fast that 
police had to stop them in 1916 to pacify the horse and buggy 
populace. . 

When the new highway racing fad started, promoting 
local business interests and thereby serving local civic pride, 
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the police of the various cities always cleared the way of 
traffic and escorted the racers through the cities on their 
favorite highway. Huge crowds lined the streets and road 
intersections along the path of the speedsters. Special repairs 
and supplies including ‘‘high test gas,’’ oil, spare tires, food, 
and hot coffee were provided all along the line. Long dis- 
tance telephone lines were kept open to follow the contestants 
and report their progress throughout the day. Newspapers 
posted bulletins and painted trans-state maps on their win- 
dows with miniature paper autos moving along the map as 
reports came in. Crowds gathered in the streets and betting 
was wild and large. This was new and thrilling excitement. 
It was a brand-new experience of the century and enthusiasm 
ran high for awhile; but like all new things, cross-state racing 
soon faded to commonplace, and interest declined. 


When denied the free and reckless use of public roads, the 
‘Speed Demons’’ then took to the half mile race tracks— 
dirt tracks built for thirty mile per hour horses. The turns 
were flat and the soft turf was soon badly torn up. This 
created additional strife between the followers of the horse 
and the followers of ‘‘horse-power.’’ 


The next development was the highly ‘‘banked’’ one-mile 
auto race track built of wooden planks. New speed records 
were made and broken frequently as both tracks and motors 
were improved from month to month. 

Meanwhile, state and county fair visitors increased their 
demand for the thrills of mad ‘‘horse-power’’ speed and the 
spilling of blood that came with most small track auto races; 
eventually the horse race lovers had to give in to auto races on 
at least the last day of each fair. Since 1916, the auto racers 
have held rather a firm hold on these tracks and even today, 
they seem a necessary part of the state and county fair 
programs. 

On a cool autumn day in September, 1892, the stork played 
a trick on my father and mother, who lived on a quarter 
section in Monroe County, Iowa, by thrusting upon them 
a potential amateur race driver. 

In 1904, the first vehicle, using horsepower instead of the 
power of horses, to frighten his big glaring eyes of twelve 
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years seemed to attract so much of his attention that he spent 
four hours under it, missed school and got a threshing in the 
end, all for just looking over the first auto ever to come to 
Avery, Iowa. Before the year was ended he said: ‘‘I can 
build one of those horseless buggies!’ And he did. He 
mounted an old one-cylinder gas engine on a worn out buggy, 
““swiped’’ sprockets and drive chain from a neighbor’s idle 
binder and became the proud owner of his first horseless 
carriage at age fourteen. It didn’t win any races, but it did 
run a few yards now and then; enough to qualify it as a 
horseless carriage. 

) After school, he spent a year in a factory and had some 
garage experience in McClure’s ‘‘Biggest Garage West of 
the Mississippi’’—became chief mechanic for McClure on the 
big ‘‘Oakland Bug’’ cross-state racer, but was allowed only 
to tune up and test the big racer; he was not permitted to 
drive in the race. 

In 1915, he induced George B. Hippee, an auto supply dis- 
tributor in Des Moines, to allow him to construct a fleet of 
fast ‘‘racy’’ roadsters for their traveling salesmen. The bright 
yellow ‘‘racers’’ with three-to-one gears stepped out at sixty 
miles per hour, which was some speed in those days. 

Hippee was proud of his fast yellow ‘‘racers,’’ so proud, 
in fact, that his friend, Roy Perkins, of the ‘‘Perkins Serv- 
ice’’ of Des Moines successfully dared him into a large bet on 
a matched cross-state race to be held December 16, 1915. 

Perkins, like Hippe, also, had a ‘‘speed demon’’ in his 
employ. Thereupon, Harvey Strong, one of the finest motor 
mechanics of that period, and no mean race driver, formally 
challenged your writer, and we tangled with mutual delight. 
Both were ready to give the other odds. Substantial cash was 
placed on several barrel heads; and, the race was on. 

Highway associations scrambled for favor of both drivers, 
offering every manner of escort, service and other induce- 
ments. Strong chose the ‘‘River-to-River Road’’ from Daven- 
port to Council Bluffs (337 miles) while Thompson chose 
the Lincoln Highway (386.6 miles), victory to go to the 
highest average in miles per hour. 

It rained the last week of November, 1915, a hard rain 
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on top of wet fall. Iowa’s famous ‘‘gumbo’’ dirt roads were 
cut to pieces by heavy wagons and some autos. Ruts were 
twelve to twenty inches deep. The track was crooked, but 
fairly wide by December 1, when a hard freeze ‘‘set’’ the 
roads and traffie during the first few days of December 
wore the ruts smooth and widened the bottoms to a flat level 
roadbed which would have been O. K., if the track had been 
straight; but, it was as crooked as a dog’s hind leg. Deep, — 
crooked ruts, miles of ruts, hundred miles of ruts. Crooked 
tracks where teams had first turned out sharply around bad 
mud holes and further wagons and a few. small tired autos 
had followed the sharp detours; curves too sharp for twenty 
miles per hour had to be negotiated at sixty or seventy. 

There was only one way to handle those ‘‘mud puddle”’ 
detours, just open her up and steer straight. The light racer 
would ‘‘jump’’ out of the deep rut and when it hit the 
eround again (if you were right side up) it would land 
near the track beyond the ‘‘mud puddle.’’ So we hoped. 

Of course, it shook loose everything in, on, or near the ear, 
including all parts of the human (?) beings in the ear. The 
vacuum bottle full of hot coffee went out first, then John 
Ball’s goggles, cap, pencils and paper. . John Ball, then a 
reporter on the Des Moines Register, rode as mechanic, helper, 
reporter, ete. 

We stopped three times and went back to get his contrap- 
tions,. but after the third time, Ball just threw away his 
pencils, ete. and held on for dear life because we were fifteen 
minutes late, and no race driver ever dallies when behind 
schedule. 

Ultimately, the fenders started going places, we ie the 
head lamps, the tail lamp, the tools and repairs. Finally, the 
spare tire and rim worked loose except for one big heavy 
leather strap at the back. The inflated tire struck the ground, 
bounded up and struck Ball in the back knocking him out 
of the car, except for his foot which caught in part of the 
remaining floor boards. The next bounce threw him back into 
his seat with a bang. 

Lawrence R. Klinger, the regular mechanic, was held in 
reserye at Marshalltown because Ball was regarded as ‘‘soft’’ 
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and it was anticipated that he would fold up after the first 
few hours of rut jumping in zero weather in a really ““open’’ 
ear. (Even the floor boards were mostly gone by now.) 

But, did Ball get out and run for a hot hotel room? Not 
John Ball. He just took a deep breath, elevated his chin a 
little and said, ‘‘What are we waiting for?’’ He not only 
rode her out the 386 miles, but to add insult to injury, he 
held in his bare hands a heavy borrowed head lamp, and also 


held a storage battery between his knees to light the way 


during the last two hours of the race. 
You may wonder why jumping those deep frozen ruts at 


high speed didn’t break the wheels. Well, be relieved—it did. 


Both contestants lost wheels. Our right rear wheel went 
past us like a bat, ete. ete., when we were doing seventy 
miles per hour between Marion and Cedar Rapids. It barely 
missed a pedestrian and struck a house like a cannon ball. 
The brake shoe and steel housing flange were burned off over 
two inches and was hot blue for four inches when the little 
racer came to a stop a half block down the brick pavement. 

The Ford garage at Cedar Rapids had a new rear axle 
on the scene in fifteen minutes; a crowd lifted and held up 
the rear end of the car while the quick change was made. 
Forty minutes after the accident, the racer was on the heels 
of a big escort car west bound at full speed. 

A wet, freezing sleet covered the goggles which then had to 
be discarded, only to subject the driver’s eyes to direct pelt- 
ing of the driven sleet. At Boone, bloodshot eyes were bathed 
in warm borax water; then a hot lunch, gas, oil, a new tire 
and ready to go. 

A ’phone call notified us that Strong had broken a wheel 
or an axle at Grinnell, delaying him two hours. 

Betting which had favored Strong after our Cedar Rapids 
accident was now switching back in our favor. 

Ever anxious to avoid a one-sided contest, and not to spoil 
the sporting interest of hundreds of boosters gathered in the 
Des Moines streets in front of the windows of the Des Moines 
Capitol and the Tribune, we ate heartily and ever so slowly 
in the privacy of the office of the Ford dealer at Boone. 

Sensing trouble, the crowd became alarmed at our long 


462 ANNALS OF IOWA 


delay at Boone. No news was let out for over an hour, and 
soon rumors were current in the crowd that we were in- 
jured or drunk or had to overhaul the car; and the betting 
switched again to Strong, who by now, was ‘‘burning up”’ the 
River Road near Des Moines. 

After an hour and twenty minutes, we pushed Boone be- 
hind us and soon again reports of our speed turned the 
betting odds and a good time was had by all. 

The last two hours of that race passed, oh, so slowly, that 
afternoon and evening—cold? tired? hungry? blind? but we 
drudged on to victory. Well, anyway, upon our arrival at 
Council Bluffs, John Ball went directly to the newspaper 
office and pounded out the story for the Register and your 
writer went to bed with his boots on—completely fatigued 
—dead to the world. 

But in thirty minutes—tired or no tired—dirty or no 
dirty—he was awakened by a mad throng from Des Moines 
who had a banquet and a wild celebration awaiting the 
victors over in Omaha at the Fontanelle Hotel. Champagne 
soon dissolved the fatigue, good food satisfied the hunger 
and good cheer soothed the many bruises. 

There ended the December 6, 1915, cross-state highway 
race! 

The experience merely served to whet the appetite for 
speed. So, early in 1916, the victurious driver built his own 
little racer out of a 1912 Model T Ford car: 76 inch wheel 
base, 28 inch x 3 inch tires, 80 pound per square inch pressure, 
Bosch magneto instead of spark coils, alloy pistons, hand- 
finished and carefully balanced crank shaft and connecting 
rods. 

This Ford ‘‘racer’’ and its driver won many races and 
incidentally a state championship cup during the period 
prior to the World War. 
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IOWA’S FIRST STEAM TRACTOR 
By F. Hat Hiacins 


Prophetic of a new day in agriculture was the year 1869. 
That fall the state agricultural school at Ames first opened its 
doors to regular classes, thus beginning the service of serious 
study of the problems of agriculture which has since yielded 
untold benefits. Also in 1869, with the completion of the 
second trans-Iowa railroad to Council Bluffs and the rapid 
extension of other main lines and their linking branches, 
the middle west was finding new markets for their grains. 
Moreover the railroads by bringing new hordes of emigrants 
from Europe to the fertile prairies made additional demands 
upon the extensive cultivation of the grains, the tilling of 
the soil. Thus it was hardly a coincidence that among the trails 
of smoke which smudged the horizons of Iowa was one 
which, though it attracted less attention from the railroad- 
hungry Iowa settlers, was nevertheless closely linked with 
the future of agriculture. The slower moving smoke signal 
was from the ‘‘Steam Plow’’ that Thomas S. Minnis of 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, had brought out to the prairies of 
Iowa to prove that his invention could break the virgin sod 
for wheat raising more economically than could oxen or 
horses. It was Iowa’s first dirt farming tractor and it proved 
a paradox in being a ‘‘success’’ and a failure at the same 
time. It worked but there were no farmers with financial 
rating high enough to buy and operate it. 

The writer’s researches into tractor history have but 
recently brought to light a picture of this machine and its 
inventor who over seventy years ago pioneered tractor farm- 
ing in the Hawkeye state. With countless county historical 
societies, agricultural associations, and libraries striving to 
locate the story and picture of this historic machine, the 
answers only recently came from Pennsylvania and Cali- 
fornia sources. The Iowa State Department of History and 
Archives turned up the 1869 Report of the Iowa State - 
Agricultural Society, which gave Mr. P. C. Compton’s story 
of the Minnis steam outfit as he had watched it work in 
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Iowa after its arrival just before Christmas, 1868. The 
Associate Editor of Pennsylvania Farmer turned to a friend 
in Meadville, Pennsylvania, for information on the Minnis 
family. That brought a letter from the last surviving daugh- 
ter of Thomas S. Minnis, Mrs. Lida Minnis Brown of Los 
Angeles, who supplied the accompanying photographs. Mrs. 
Brown recalls quite clearly her father’s invention and his 
Iowa steam plowing adventures, as she entered Allegheny 
College, Pennsylvania, the year after it opened in 1870, 
being graduated in 1875. 

Searches through the files of Iowa newspapers of 1869 
and 1870 revealed no items about this remarkable machine 
that at Ames was making pioneer tractor history as the 
first tractor to do farm work between the Mississippi River 
and California and the first track-type tractor to attempt 
farm work west of Albany, New York. Perhaps there are 
a few older readers of this magazine who lived in Story 
County in 1869 and who saw the machine and can recall 
how long it worked there under Mr. Compton’s direction. 
The Compton report that appeared in the state agricultural 
society’s annual report, two paragraphs of which were re- 
peated in the U. S. Department of Agriculture Report of 
1870, would indicate it was still there in November. Hence, 
it may have worked two seasons and engaged in ‘‘eustom’’ 
work for various land owners at so much per acre. Whether 
it was burning wood or coal is not certain, though probably 
wood, as Compton’s report suggests a larger fire box would 
have made it more efficient. 

In England and France, and on some of the great landed 
estates of other countries, steam plows were being every- 
where introduced for plantation and farm work. Pictures 
of their trials, or what we call demonstrations today, show 
groups of well-fed and correetly dressed gentlemen with their 
ladies in bustling silks, making the affairs social events of 
note. In the United States, on the other hand, the wealthy 
landlord was replaced by the homesteading farmer in home- 
spun clothes, working a quarter section of land with a team 
of oxen or horses, a wagon and a walking plow. It was men 
such as these who doubtless formed the larger part of the 
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curious crowd that attended the trial, or demonstration of 
the Minnis plow described below. The seventy-one year gap 
between tractor models of 1869 and 1940 is well suggested in 
the letter found on pages 306-308 in the Agricultural So- 
ciety’s Report for 1869: 


Ames, Iowa, Nov. 20, 1869 
Mr. Secretary: 

In response to your request, I will briefly outline my experience 
in an enterprise to plow by steam. From the necessities of the case 
I am restricted both as to time and space, a juncture not conducive 
to good performance, were there no other disabilities. 

On the 15th of January, 1867, Thos. S. Minnis, of Meadville, Pa., 
took out letters patent for a Locomotive for Plowing, ete. Two small 
machines were built and experimented with, one of them being three 
or four horse-power. We were so thoroughly convinced that we were 
on the right track, that we concluded to build a practical machine, 
15 horse-power, and take it to the prairies, its natural working place. 
Accordingly the machine now here was built at Erie, Pa., and shipped 
to Iowa in December, 1868; nearly two years after the patent was 
taken out. Two years of such hard labor, discouragements, dissap- 
pointments, and delays as few men ever experience. 

This machine consists of a boiler, an engine on each side working 
on the same shaft, a quarter apart after the manner of railroad 
locomotives and the usual connections, all resting on two runners, 
six feet apart and nearly eight feet long, something like a sled. These 
runners glide over rollers, fixed in endless chain tracks. These tracks 
revolve in an ellipse, and the drive wheels move the chains and propel 
the machine forward or backward by the same motion. Hither side 
may be run independently of the other. By this means, when drawing 
a load, it is easily turned or guided. When ready for work its weight 
is about eight tons. The width of the endless chain tracks is one foot, 
giving a contact with the ground of about 2,300 square inches, and 
a ‘‘traction’’ power limited only by weight. 

Trial and Results—Last spring we prepared for our grand experi- 
ment. We attached five fourteen inch breaking plows in a solid frame, 
so guaged as to turn an aggregate of a little over six feet. We ran - 
out on the prairie, a crowd following to see the machine sink in 
the first slough. They were disappointed. It rode across more lightly, 
or with less impression than did the empty wagons which followed. 
It drew the five ploughs through the toughest prairie sod, frequently 
beam deep, up and down grade, and through hard and soft ground. 
The ‘‘traction’? power of the machine was not fully tested. It 
frequently drew the ploughs with only one side in gear, showing this 
power to be equal to drawing twice as many ploughs. In this respect, 
it filled what Prof. Brainard, in his excellent ‘‘ History of American 
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Inventions for Cultivation by Steam,’’ pronounces the great want 
of all machines heretofore tried. It rode over dead furrows, ditches, 
and rough places as smoothly as a sled, touching only the highest 
points. It ran over ploughed ground with scarcely an appreciable 
increase of power. It was under perfect control, could be moved either 
way to an inch. Inf short, it run easier, proved stronger, and per- 
formed every way, in the main, better than was anticipated, and in the 
essential necessities of such a machine, is a success. 

Then why, you ask, are results not greater? You and everybody else, 
I apprehend, are expecting too much from the steam plow. Prepare a 
place for the plow locomotive to work on, with a tithe of the pains and 
expense that is bestowed on the track for railroad locomotion and then 
look for commensurate results. Again, inventors are not famed for 
following up inventions to pecuniary profit, even after the idea has 
been developed into successful shape. Purse strings, lke camel’s backs, 
are vincible, and enterprises pendent thereon often fail from very light 
causes. Add to these hinted moral and pecuniary deficits, the me- 
chanical deficiencies which I will name, and you have the answer. These 
were, more strictly speaking, a disproportion of parts. A firebox dis- 
proportionately small. The clutches by which we guided the machine, 
too coarse, so that we could not make our variations nice enough. Of 
course there are numerous defects, but all may be easily remedied in 
the next machine. 

We found generally, that it may be worked nearly as well on small 


fields as large ones; that two men can run it; that weight is no detri- 


ment; hence plenty of power may be insured in larger boilers. 

Hoping, Mr. Secretary, these few hasty hints in this matter may help 
some one in the grand endeavor to plough by steam, and thereby dignify 
and lighten the labors of agriculture, I remain, 


Yours, most truly 
P. C. Compton 


LETTERS OF JAMES W. GRIMES 


One of the most prominent men in the first thirty-five 
years of Iowa as a territory and as a state was James Wilson 
Grimes, a successful lawyer and an outstanding political 
leader and statesman, who first came to Iowa in 1836, before 
he had attained his majority, fresh from the green hills of 
New Hampshire and a brief period of ‘‘reading law’’ which 
had followed three years in Dartmouth College. 

A Whig in polities, he was twice elected to the territorial 
legislature despite the fact that Iowa was predominantly 
Democratic, as was the county in which he lived. A lawyer 
of recognized ability and distinction at the Iowa bar, he 
was an equal success as a political leader and strategist, being 
one of the major factors which welded the old line Whigs, 
the scattered elements of the American Nativists, and the 
Free Soil Democrats into the nascent Republican Party in 
1854-1856. In the former year, 1854, he was elected the first 
Whig-Republican governor of Iowa, largely through his own 
energy and the fatiguing thoroughness of his state-wide can- . 
vass. Later, in 1859, he was elected to the United States 
Senate by the Iowa legislature to succeed the Democratic 
incumbent, George W. Jones. This position of honor and 
responsibility he held until 1869, when he resigned due to 
increasingly bad health. 

Yet spite his successful leadership as a political statesman, 
the true and full story of Grimes’ influence upon the course 
of Iowa affairs has yet to be written. Reverend William 
Salter, his good friend and fellow townsman, wrote a 
biography of Grimes, published in 1876, four years after the 
Senator’s death, which though well done had the handicap 
of not having available important materials which time alone 
could uncover. 

The letters from the pen of James W. Grimes below are 
from the correspondence of early Iowa leaders in the manu- 
script collection of the department, principally those of 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, Iowa’s Civil War governor, W. Penn 
Clarke, lawyer, newspaper editor, and a leading Free Soiler 
and an American nativist, C. C. Carpenter, a member of 
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the Spirit Lake Expedition and later governor of Iowa, and 
Reverend William Salter, an outstanding Congregational 
minister in Burlington from 1846-1910. Wherever the letters 
are addressed to ‘‘Dr. Gov.’’ the reference is to S. J. Kirk- 
wood. 


Though these letters are published in full for the first 
time, they have been used by scholars and students of history 
and government before. In his biography of Samuel J. Kirk- 
wood, Iowa’s Civil War governor, and in his History of 
Senatorial Elections in Iowa, Dan E. Clark made thorough 
use of the letters in so far as they related to those subjects. 
Other writers too have doubtless scanned them. Their 
publication now, however, is in the interest of stimulating 
someone who has access to other sources of the life of Grimes 
to undertake the much needed biography of the man. 

The spelling and punctuation of the original letters have 
been retained throughout. 


Dr Sir 

It seems that the good people of this Township contrary 
to my expectation & desire, have re-elected me to the office 
of School Inspector. I have it in contemplation to leave the 
State about the 1st may, [sic] & may not return until about the 
Ist of Sept. In that space of time there may be some duties 
to be discharged by the Inspector. Will you be good enough 
to undertake their performance? I can offer you no pecuniary 
compensation, because I receive none myself. But I know you 
feel a deep interest in the subject—and I feel that you ean 
render the cause more justice and your labors be more satis- 
factory to the community, than any one I ean select. You are 
doubtless aware that your duties would only consist in the 
examination of a teacher or two & the inspection of the 
schools. 

I am very truly &e 
Jas.W. Grimes 

4 April /48 
Burlington, Ia. 
Rev. Wm Salter. 


| 
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Iowa City 8th Jany 1853 
Dr Sir 


Your favour of the 5th inst is just reced. The house of 
which I am a member has passed a bill providing 


1st— That any district may declare itself permanent & 
the Fund Com.—cannot afterwards change its bound- 
aries 


2d— <Any district may elect six or eight directors & 
classify them so that two shall go out of office every 
June. 

3d— Establishing the ‘‘rate’’ system, or tuition upon 
scholars able to pay & taxation to provide for the 
instruction of indigent scholars & to supply any de- 
ficiency. 

4th— Any district may adopt this law or not. 

I think it will operate well in towns villages & cities, but 
poorly in country districts It was copied chiefly from a 
special law of New York regulating the schools in the City 
of Syracuse. There were no copies printed else I would send 
you one. I have had but one copy of the auditors report & I 
think I have sent you a copy of Bentons report,’ but for fear 
I have not I now send one to you. It is a poor thing. He is 
utterly incompetent to discharge the duties of his position. 
Our whole system as at present managed is a humbug & I 
very much fear that our school fund will prove a curse in- 
stead of a blessing. 

I concur with your view of the University subject. I have 
not the remotest idea that it will ever amt. to any thing 
under the management of the State. I proposed to Grant ° 
who is our Speaker & the member from Davenport a distri- 
bution of the University fund with a slice to the Iowa 
College but he objected to it upon the ground that that 
institution ‘‘was a nest of abolitionists.’’ If the members 
from that locality will neither ask or agree to receive, 
it will be a hard matter to do any thing for that college. 

We are now talking of adjourning on the 24th inst. & if 

1Thomas H. Benton, Jr., Democratic Supt. of Public Instruction 1848-54; Sec. 
of the Board of Education, 1859-64. 


2James Grant, lawyer and political leader of Davenport, prominent railroad man, 
member of 4th territorial and 4th state legislatures. 
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so I much doubt if there will be any thing done upon the 
subject of the University this winter. 

I write you in great haste whilst the house in session & 
have not time to read my own letter over. 

My regards to your lady 
[Rev. Wm. Salter] [signature torn off] 

Burlington 3d April 1854 
My dear Sir 

Pray tell me what the political prospects are in - your 
County & in the central part of the State? I suppose you 
know that there are four men who controul the HawkEye’ 
are trying to give me some trouble in this County. The ef- 
fect of their efforts is to help me in this county, very con- 
siderably but what will be the effect in your part of the 
country ? 

I can carry Des Moines County by a larger majority than 
any man ever got in it and so far as I can learn the chances 
are that I can be elected. What do you think, a democrat 
in this town & the representative of Genl Dodge‘ in his 
absence admits that I can out run the party 3000 in the 
state but says that they can still beat me 1000 votes, for he 
claims that there is 4000 democratic majority in the State. 
Which party has increased most in your region? Is their any 
disaffection towards me & if so, whence does it arise & how 
& from whom does it show itself. Let me hear from you im- 
mediately. I start East in two weeks 

Yours very truly 
W. Penn Clark Esq James W Grimes 


Towa City 12th Jany. 1855 
My dear Sir 
Your favor is reed. I think there is no prospect of obtain- 
ing any pecuniary aid from the State towards the object 
of your Society. I suppose you are not ignorant of the fact 
that the past management of that society has rendered it 


8Possibly referring to Clark Dunham, J. L. Brown, L. D. Stockton, and Johnson 
Pierson. F. H. Warren had in previous years been connected with the paper. 

4Augustus Caesar Dodge, with George W. Jones, one of the two U. S. Senators 
from Iowa, and the leading Democrat in the state. Long a public servant, from the 
days he served as a Territorial Delegate in 1840-46; 1848-54 as Senator, and until 
1859 as Ambassador to Spain. 
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exceedingly obnoxious to many men in & about Burlington, 
and that that prejudice has in some degree extended to other 
parts of the State. This hostility has considerably abated, 
but it still exists in the minds of the members from Des 
Moines County and some others. 

A bill authorizing the Gov- to appoint a Geological 
surveyor & chemist passed the House of Rep- & was sent to 
the Senate. It came up yesterday & Browning’ made an 
onslaught upon it & got it indefinitely postponed. We have 
succeeded to day in getting that vote reconsidered & now 
hope to be able to pass it. Our other Senator from Des Moines 
is strongly in favor of the bill." 

The Maine law has passed the House & gone to the 
Senate where it will probably be defeated. An act for the 
better observance of the sabbath has likewise passed the 
House & gone to the Senate. It will be a very act [sic] to 
share the fate of the liquor bill & be entombed by that august 
body. 

Our census returns are certainly very defective, but I 
doubt very much if we shall have them much improved 
when taken under the state authority. The township assessers 
take the census. Many of them & perhaps I might say the 
most of them are utterly incompetent to discharge the duties 
of their office. The people will not elect better men and 
what can be done? 

I am very truly in haste 


Rey. William Salter Your friend 
Burlington, Iowa James W. Grimes 
Dr Sir 


I reced. your letter ten days ago. I have been & am now, 
unwell, hence my neglect to answer it. I have only time to 
say that I have this day appointed you one of the Capitol 
Commissioners vice Hon Lincoln Clark,’ resigned. 

Burlington Yours truly 
27th March 1856 James W. Grimes 
[J. H. D. Street] 


5Milton D. Browning, fellow townsman of Grimes, and member of the 3rd ter- 
ritorial, and the 1, 2, 4 and 5 state legislatures, 

6W. F. Coolbaugh. , ; 

7Lincoln. Clark, after a law career in Alabama, moved to Iowa in the 1840’s, and 
was the successful Democratic candidate for Congress in 1850, though losing a re- 
nomination contest in 1852. 
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My dear Sir 

Your letter is reced. You may be sure that the nominations 
of the 22d Feb- were not made by me & were not such as 
I would have made had I the power. 


I supposed there was no doubt at all about your nomination 
until the result was declared and I am pretty much con- 
vineed that but for the indifference or hostility of some of 
your professed friends about Iowa City, you would have been 
nominated. 

I know nothing of the qualifications of the present nominee 
& do not know that he was a candidate for the nomination. 

When I first heard of Nobles* declination, I supposed 
that it was for the purpose of being a candidate again, but 
his letter of declination puts the act entirely upon the ground 
of private business. The same obstructions that private 
business might raise to a canvass as elector, would exist to 
a congressional canvass. I have never heard from him either 
directly or indirectly on the subject and do not know what 
his views are. 

I understand that Springer” will press his claim. I learn 
this from Warren.” 

I have never been approached either personally or by 
letter on this subject by any man in the District. They 
probably either think that I have no influence, or that I will 
take no part in selecting candidates; in both which particulars 
they are very near right. I shall make no effort to secure 
the nomination of anyone & shall vote for any one who stands 
square & boldly on the republican platform; who may secure 
the nomination 

You err greatly if you suppose that I have any personal 
interest in the matter, other than the promotion of the Re- 
publican principles. I MEAN WHAT I SAy, when I assure 
you that I could not be whipped into holding my present, or 
any other office again. I have had my day, & give place to 
other & hope better men. 


SReuben Noble, a Free Soiler, a Republican, and later a Democrat. Speaker of 
the House in 1854, and district court judge 1874-78. 

*Francis Springer, member of the 3, 4, 5, and 6 territorial and the 1 and 2 
state legislatures, president of the 1857 Constitutional Convention, 

10Fitz Henry Warren, a talented vigorous leader of the Whig and later the 
Republican parties in Iowa, though not possessing a “popular” personality; long a 
party opponent of Grimes. 
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In regard to the Nov- election I am full of hope provided 
an entirely new man is nominated. I prefer Fremont” to 
any other one named, for this reason- We cannot elect Mr. 
Seward” or any other old politician against whom there are 
old chronic prejudices, which you know are so hard to be 
conquered. To build up & consolidate a new party, we must 
have men who have not been before the people as politicians. 

I know very little of the 5th March K.N.* Convention, 
I was so disgusted with their proceedings—their want of 
good faith & their ignorance of all political arithmetic, that 
I have disliked to read, talk, write, or hear about it. They 
say they will rectify their foolishness at some meeting they 


| _ are to hold in Oskaloosa. 


I heard, by the bye, one of them swear that you should 
never sit in another of their conventions in this state. So, 
you may know what to expect. 

Know Nothingism per se is very weak in this State, you 
may rely upon that. Take away the republican vote which 
would go away in ease of disagreement on the presidential 
nomination & their nakedness would be shown. But I hope for 
better things. Fillmore is so universally repudiated by every 
body in the North, that I think they will come to their senses 
& thus come into the republican movement. 

Do you know what is proposed to be done to supply Noble’s 
place? I hear of nothing going on. 

The pre-Adamite (?) Whigs hold a Convention here on 
the 12th inst. 

Yours friend truly 
Burlington, 3d April 1856 James W Grimes 
[W. Penn Clarke] 


Dear Sir 

Your note by Mr. Morris “ came duly to hand. 

I made a requisition upon the govtm for between 1700 & 
1800 muskets & 50 Colts revolvers & two two [sic] months ago 
Col. Craig of the Ordinance Corps wrote me that they would 


-11John C. Fremont, Republican candidate for president, 1856. 
12William H. Seward, active abolition Whig and Republican leader, member of 
Lincoln’s cabinet. J ; , : 
18Know-Nothing, or the American Party, were opposed to non-native nationali- 
ties and certain religious groups, BO, the Catholic. 
144Martin L. Morris, Treasurer of State, 1852-1859. 
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be immediately forwarded from St. Louis. Through some 
adverse influence, I presume, in an about St. Louis, they 
have not reached me. I have directed them to be sent to 
Towa City when they reach there. 

Yours truly in haste 
[W. Penn Clarke, 1856] James W. Grimes 


Burlington, 9 March 1857 
My dear Sir 

I intend to write you a long letter & hence I commence 
on a sheet of foolseap. 

First; In relation to the University. You are now one of 
the Trustees, if I mistake not. What is preposed to be done? 
Will the board of instruction be filled and the institution 
placed fairly on its legs? I hope so & hoping so, I trust that 
some place may be found for Prof. Hedrick of North 
Carolina who is one of the waifs thrown upon the republican 
coast by the political storm of 1856. He is said by every body 
who knows him to be a scientific man, a graduate of the 
North Carolina University & for three years a student & 
graduate of the Summer Scientific School at Cambridge 
Mass. Whilst performing his duties to the acceptance of 
every body as a Prof. of the N. C. University at Chapel Hill, 
he was imprudent enough to entertain and express an inde- 
pendent thought, just such thoughts as Macon & Gaston & 
Ruffin of that state used to entertain & utter, and was at 
onee proscribed and banished. He is regarded by every one 
who knows him as fully competent to the discharge of the 
duties of a scientific chair in any college. The only trouble 
has been that in the heated campaign of last summer he 
fearlessly expressed the opinion that this government was 
not established as a great slavery propagandizing machine 
and that the true interests of the Southern states did not 
justify the extension of the area of human servitude. I en- 
close you herein a letter of Rev. Mr. Bird to a friend of 
mine in this place. I have several on the same subject, but 
I will not trouble you with them. 

When at Iowa City, Mr. Lathrop * told me that Mr. Dean 


10H, W. Lathrop, one of the editors of the Iowa City Republican. 
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_ was ready to come to the State this spring & put the Univer- 


_ sity in complete operation if possession could be obtained of 


the capitol building He therefore expressed the hope that that 
might be done. Now, as the capitol & University are both 
located by the new Constitution I do not propose to take any 
action in the matter until the constitution is acted upon by 
the people, unless it shall be at the instance of the Iowa City 
citizens. The new constitution will be adopted by 20,000 or 


25,000 majority and thus the whole question will be set at 


rest without the assumption of any responsibility on my 
part. But, if, the Trustees of the University and citizens of 


the town generally concieve that it is of any importance to 
_Inaugurate the University President, Profs. &e. at once, i.e. 
this spring and so signify their desires in some tangible 
_ shape, by petition for instance, so as to justify me in acting, 


I shall have no hesitation in doing so. It is a matter about 
which I am perfectly indifferent, save that I would like to 
see the University & especially the Normal school under good 
head way. 

I am convinced that the new constitution is destined to 
be popular and that it will be adopted by an overwhelming 
majority. The democracy as a party are too shrewd to be 
driven into opposition to it. Some of them were disposed to 
do so in the convention, but the more wary saw the trap 
and avoided it. I have seen Johnston, Gillaspy,” Harris & 
Palmer since their return from the convention & they 
are uniform in the opinion that there will be no organized 
opposition to its adoption in their counties of Lee, Wappello, 
Davis & Appanoose ; all democratic. 

Our main efforts must be directed to carrying the legis- 
lature in October There can be no trouble about the August 
Elections. As far as it regards any aspirations that I may 
have, I wish my friends to entirely disregard them and labour 

_alone for the advancement of our party & its principles. I 
| desire to prevent our party from being dispersed (?), scat- 
tered upon [illegible] before it is firmly consolidated, above 
all, I do not want to see this done before I get out of office. I 
have aided in keeping them together pretty well. We are in 


16Col, George Gillaspy, Ed Johnston, both leading Democrats of the state. 
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a much better condition than I expected we would be in two 
years ago. It will be very important to us, that we secure 
the right kind of a man for Governor in October. If we 
get a weak man, either intellectually or politically we shall 
be swamped. I would suggest your name, if I did not think 
it better for you to be a candidate for Congress next year 
with a prospect for a Senatorship two years hence. If how- 
ever, you prefer to be a candidate for Governor in October, 
or if you prefer to be a candidate for the Senator in place 
of Jones,” you may rely upon my co-operation and aid. I am 
disposed to assist in elevating those men who can do us the 
most good. I want somebody in Congress from this state who 
has some common sense. We have failed in this regard hither- 
to. 

If I should be a candidate I would meet with a very warm 
opposition from my townsman Col. F. H. Warren. He im- 
agines that I ought to have assisted him into the Senate two 
years ago, when I did not deem it my duty to mingie in the 
strife, going on for that office. 

Pray let me hear from you at an early day. 

I am very truly your friend 
[S. J. Kirkwood] James W. Grimes 


(Private) 
Burlington, 24th March 1857 
My dear Sir 
I like to be well thought of when I think that I deserve 
to be, but I always feel exceedingly foolish & [illigible] when 
I receive credit for a quality that I am conscious I do not 
possess. It is a relief to me, therefore, to know, that you 
have not so exalted an opinion of my ‘political sagacity’ as 
some of my friends have been disposed to attribute to me. 
I suggested the positions named in my former letter for 
three reasons. 
Ist Because I know you to be competent to fully & satis- 
factorily discharge the duties of the offices 
2d Because as a matter of policy, I want to see some men 
placed in prominent positions who have been hitherto 


MGeorge W. Jones, of Dubuque, U. S. Senator from Iowa 1849-1859, having held 
numerous political offices before that time, a leading Democrat in the state. 


LETTERS OF JAMES W. GRIMES 479 


attached to the democratie party & 

3d Because, (without any flattery at all, I say it) on account 
of my personal regard for you, and for the manner 
you sustained me last winter, & I might add 

4thly Because I have not got my heart set upon the office 
of Senator and would without any hesitancy forego any 
aspirations for that honorable position. Indeed, you are 
the first man with whom I ever spoke upon the subject. 

It is perfectly agreed in this part of the State that the 
new constitution will be adopted by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. Indeed, so far as I ean learn, there is no settled 
positive opposition to it. Now in this view of the case, who 
shall be our candidate for Governor in October. 

I can not listen to your suggestion to be a_ candidate. 
There must be a vigorous canvass. Dodge will probably be 
the democratic candidate & as he will stake his whole 
political fortunes on the issue of the contest, he will fight 
with despiration. I found last fall when I travelled over a 
part of the state that a wet day or a good deal of fatigue 
would knock me up & I am satisfied that I have not the 
physical ability to canvass the state. The truth is I used 
myself up for all such purposes the year I was a candidate 
before. There are other substantial reasons why I ought not 
to be & would not be a candidate again, but this is enough 
to assign at present. This disposes of me. 

You say you will not be a candidate & I confess that I 
would rather you would wait until next year & be a candidate 
for Congress in place of Davis * who will not be a candidate. 
Who then shall it be? Of all the men whose names have been 
mentioned I am convinced that in every point of view Jno. 
A. Parvin of Muscatine would be the best man, for the 
reasons, 
1st He resides in the central part of the state which has 

never yet had a governor nor a candidate for the office. 
2d He was an old democrat, and his election & even his 
candidacy would have a tendency to strengthen and 
consolidate our party. 
3d He can make a strong canvass; is a man of good char- 


18Timothy Davis, Whig member of Congress from 1857-1859, resident of Dubuque 


and Elkader, Iowa, a prominent business man. 
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acter, respectable attainments and of fine presence. 
4th He would make a most excellent officer. He has the 
moral stamina to say NO when that important word 
ought to be uttered. He will keep our party from 
running into the old latitudinarism doctrines of the 
whigs, being himself pretty radical, and he is withal 
a prety shrewd, sagacious politician. How he is in 
relation to the Senatorship & how his influence might be 
exerted in case of his election, I know not nor does it matter. 
The Lieut. Gov. should be taken from the North or North 
west. What say you to this programme? 
[No signature] 
[S. J. Kirkwood] 


Burlington. 26 April 1857 
My dear Sir 

I am duly in receipt of your two favors of the 3d & 22d 
insts. 

I am still firm in the conviction that the new constitution 
will be adopted by an overwhelming majority. 

In this section of the state two out of every three voters 
- will be for it. Such will be the ease, for the most part in all 
that part of the state south of the Iowa river. About Iowa 
City, in Cedar, Iowa & portions of Linn County, on account 
of the Capital question, there will be a small division (?) 
against it, but it will not amount to much outside of Johnson 
County. 

I know of no republican in the north who opposes its 
adoption save Noble in Clayton County, who is supposed to be 
controuled entirely by personal considerations. 

The democrats find so many of their men in favor of it, 
that they dare not take ground against it. Surely after this 
springs Election, when the democrats had every thing their 
own way, when they [illigible] themselves of the ery of negro 
evidence, negro equality, [illigible] republican profligacy in 
state expenditures & not one one[sic] papers to defend us & 
our course, & still we carry the state, we have pretty good evi- 
dence that we have the power to carry the state if we will. 
The fact is, there was more capital made against us on the 
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score of the new constitution at the recent election, than 
there ever can, or will be again. We have sustained the shock 
of their attack & we shall now rally for the victory. 

I coneur in your views in relation to the convention. It 
will never do to call a convention to meet before the August 
Election. There would be no objection, indeed I think it would 
be admissable to call a convention in advance of the election 
to assemble say about the 20th or 25th Augst. so that our 
candidates can make as full a canvass as possible I think well 
of the idea of nominating Judge Smyth.” There is no man 
in the state for whom I would vote sooner than for him. 
I think the Lieut. Gov. should be taken from the way north 
From thence comes our majority & they should be favoured. 

By all means refuse to call a convention to assemble before 
the election. It would play the d—1 with us. At the same 
time, I am confident that the new constitution will receive 
not less than fifteen thousand majority, & more if there is 
a full poll. 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 
[S. J. Kirkwood] 


Burlington, 18th June 1857 

My dear Sir 

Is your State Centl. Committee doing any thing towards 
organizing the party in the State for the August election? 
Whatever may be the views of some of your committee in 
regard to the new constitution, it seems to me that self 
preservation requires that we should endeavor to get out a 
full vote in the several counties for county officers. I am 
well aware that in some counties, the result will in a great 
measure be controuled by local questions, but so much the 
greater reason that we should preserve our majorities intact 
in other counties. There is no question in my mind that the 
new constitution will be adopted by a decisive majority. If 
so, the August election will give the key note to the tune to 
be played in October. 

If our troops do not stand firm in the skirmish about 


19William Smyth, of Marion, appointed judge of the district court, 1853. 
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the outposts, we cant’ expect much of them in the final en- 
gagement. It seems to me that something should be done, 
and that right speedily. 

Our friends in Minnesota have done gloriously. They have 
furnished us the ‘first instance since the foundation of the 
government where a Territory has gone otherwise than demo- 
eratie. 

They have achieved their victory against fearful odds. 
All the patronage of the Genl. Govtm. and all the officials 
that they could flood the Territory with, were arrayed 
against them, backed & sustained by an imported Irish 
brigade of two thousand votes, or more. We can do just as 
well, if we are united 

Can not you impress upon the people intrusted in Worth, 
Winnebago, Cerro Gordo & Hancock that the two former 
counties can only become constitutional & the lines of all 
satisfactorily adjusted under the new constitution ? 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 
[S. J. Kirkwood] 


Burlington, 14th July 1857 
My dear Sir 

Yours of the 5th inst. has been duly reced. I have cheering 
news from all parts of the state and shall increase my 
estimate of the majority for the new constitution. The entire 
republican party will vote for it with the exception of John- 
son, Clayton and Allamakee counties and a very respectable 
portion of the demoeratie party. 

As for the new Governor, of course I do not desire that 
any man should be a eandidate against his will, but you 
must put your declination on some other ground than the 
Patee are Of, eee You can not be beaten, nor indeed, 
in my opinion, ean any respectable man be defeated, who 
may be nominated by the republican party. The democrats 
are doing the very thing to insure us success even if we 
had no majority by their insane folly in so bitterly opposing 
the adoption of the new constitution 

Here the anti Dodge & anti Jones democrats are all for the 
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new constitution; are pretty strongly so. It will receive 1000 
majority in Lee County. It will have large majorities in al- 
most all of the South Eastern Counties. 

I think it would be well to have our confidential friends 
in the several counties written to by the Central Committee 
urging them to cause [?] for the constitution, or wheatever 
the words are, to be printed on all our tickets. 

There has been great neglect in distributing the constitu- 
tion in some way, or at least I would think so. I have never 
seen a copy except in the newspapers. 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 
[S. J. Kirkwood] 


Burlington 24 Oct. 1857 
Dr Kirkwood 

Find a note from my successor™ just reced. It seems that 
this capital question was one of the principle strings pulled 
in the west & south & some was compelled to pledge himself 
as to what J would do. I think my course is the only judicious 
one under the circumstances, though I may not be & probably 
shall not be sustained in it at Iowa City. I enclose this to 
let you see how the matter stands. 

The Senate is 23 to 13— we only lose one member from 
last year. We shall always be sure of Iowa hereafter. Ohio 
has gone just right. Chase” is elected & the democratic legis- 
lature will be compelled to manage the finances, a tolerably 
difficult think (sic) to do. They will feel very much as the 
man did who drew the Elephant as a prize before the year 
is out. 

I suppose Penn Clark & Co. will be very bitter against 
me. Warren is particularly so I understand. He told some of 
the democrats before the election that he only desired an elec- 
tion to defeat me. Still I voted for him & did every thing in 
my power to secure his election. Will you take the trouble to 
write to some of the holdover Senators on this subject of 

20Ralph P. Lowe, a leading Whig and Republican politician, unsuccessful candi- 
date for Governor in 1850, succeeded Grimes in 1858, was a justice of the state 
supreme court in 1860-1862, 1866-1867. 


21Salmon P. Chase, one-time gov. of Ohio, a Whig-Republican, member of Lin- 
coln’s cabinet, and of the U. S. Supreme Court; a long time acquaintance of Grimes. 
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the Senatorship & to others whom you may know? I dislike 
exceedingly: to approach a man directly on the subject & 
yet I do not wish to improperly invoke the aid of others. 
Let me hear from you. 
' Your friend, in haste, 
James W. Grimes 


Burlington Nov. 5, 1857 
Dr Kirkwood 

Yours of the 31st of last month is at hand 

The ‘‘ American eliment’’* in the republican party in the 
state does not amount to a ‘‘row of pins’’ It is wholly con- 
fined to your locality 

Thorington™ has written to all the members I have seen 
several of them. They will injure rather than benefit him. 
He stands no possible chance for election 

Rankin “ has been here ten days at Court. I have seen 
him every day. He is not against me. Col. Saunders told a 
friend of mine that Harlan* & his friends are for me—that 
he (Harlan) did not expect a re-election to the Senate. I 
think this is so. You must strike for his place. You know 
you can rely upon my help & you can get it just as well as 
not. , 

I have no fears about my election. The principle opposition 
to me, unless Judge Smyth becomes a candidate, will be from 
DuBuque. That ambitious city insists that our Senator 
must always be from Du Buque & will present Mr. Bissell * 
of that ilk. Bissell is a man I never saw,—is represented 
to be a good lawyer & a good man, but so far as I know, 
he has never been particularly identified with the republican 
party or done any thing to promote its success except per- 
haps to vote. I understand from a friend at DuBuque that 
the members of the DuBuque & Pacific R.R. Co. are par- 
ticularly anxious on his behalf. I know one editor who has 
been offered $600 to support him & another $200. They pre- 
~ a3 The “Know-Nothing” nativistic element. 

?8James Thorington, prominent political leader of Davenport, a Whig member of 
Congress 1855-57, defeated for re-nomination by Timothy Davis. 

24John W. Rankin of Keokuk. 


26James Harlan, Whig Senator from Iowa, 1854-65, 67-73. 
26Frederick E. Bissell of Dubuque. 
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ferred to support me for a similar consideration & I told 
them to go to the d—1. 

The opposition to me personally originates with Col. War- 
ren of this place & is carried out by Penn Clark & Morris 
of your place & a few others. But it amounts to but little. 

I would like to have you write to all the members that 
you know, if you are willing to do so, and give them your 
views on the subject. I do not really believe that there is 
any need of it, but there is nothing lost by activity in such 
matters 

If “‘An attempt is made to drive you to support some 
one else’? by your constituents, do not injure yourself by 
refusing. Agree to go against me in caucus if they desire 
it. There will be no harm done by it, I think. AT ANY RATE, 
preserve your own standing at home. You are under no 
pledge or obligation to any one but me & I release you from 
all obligations on the subject, I do not intend that any friend 
of mine shall be d——d or injured by his friendship for 
me, if I can help it. Have no scruples, therefore in acting 
as if the whole matter were an open question and according 
to Mr. Milton ‘‘The whole world before you, ——-———— to 
choose’’ 

I have still got the ague, or rather have had another attack 
of it, after a lapse of two weeks. 

Let me hear from you often, 

James W. Grimes 


My dear Sir 

Your favor of the 1st inst. has come duly to hand. I send 
you by this mail a ‘‘Report on the Des Moines River Im- 
provement’’ including all the contracts with the Company, 
the opinion of Atty. Genl. Cushing &e. &e. 

A copy of the act making the grant to the State will be 
found in Mr. Cushings opinion, Exhibit No. 3 

This Des Moines Improvement is a humbug If the lands 
were now devoted to building a Rail Road, there are enough 
left to build one to the Minnesota line. I think that to be 
the true policy of the state & think it can be accomplished 
without difficulty. 
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I was aware that the design was to beat you. Jones & his 
friends had their hearts set upon electing Duncombe” as 
he is a warm friend of Jones and an agent of his Rail Road. 
The whole influence of the Rail Road was brought to bear 
against you. It seéms to be a kind of political machine & 
is now to be used to elect Mr. Bissell of Du Buque to the 
U. S. Senate Perhaps its managers will learn wisdom after 
this contest is over. 

I hardly think Duncombe will contest your seat, as he 
cant’ elect Jones by being in the House, since the republican 
majority is so large, but you can judge of this better than 
I can. At all events it is best [to] be prepared for any 
movement. 

You should procure the certified poll books from all the 
counties in the District, or least of those giving you ma- 
jorities. The absense of a regular seal will make no difference. 
The County Judges can adopt a temporary seal. There is 
not a county in the state in which a half dollar or a dollar 
has not been used as a temporary seal. In the certificate, 
let them, say ‘‘In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand & affixed the temporary seal of this County. No 
permanent seal having yet been provided, this — day &e’’ & 
then let the temporary seal be affixed, whatever the county 
Judge may adopt. 

We shall not allow you to be ejected from your seat for any 
such reason as you assign in your letter. 

Who were the men who perished on the expedition after 
the Indians. One I think was Capt. Johnson, who was the 
other? I wish in my message to speak of them & have for- 
gotten the names. Will you please inform me by letter. 

Perhaps you are aware that I am a candidate for the 
Senate in lieu of Gen- Jones & I think with a certainty of 
success. My principle competitor will be Mr. Bissell of Du 
Buque. He runs on the geography question. I understand 
him to be a very good man but he is a man I have never 
even seen. 

I do not know how you feel on this question. If you can 
conscientiously give me your support I shall surely always 


*7John F. Duncombe, land and railroad attorney of Ft. Dodge, a life long 
Democrat, member of the 8, 9, 14-18 state legislatures. 
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feel very grateful for it, but I wish also to say, that your 
failure to do so, will in no degree lessen my respect & esteem 
for you. 

Your friend 

James W Grimes 
Burlington Nov. 11 1857 
[C. C. Carpenter] 


Burlington Nov. 17, 1857 
Dr Kirkwood 

I am heartily tired & sick of this Senatorial canvass & 
if there was any honorable way of getting out of it, I would 
do so at once. I see that some of my foes are resolved to de- 
feat me, or defeat the party & it is my impression that they 
will be successful in either event in swamping us. I am well 
satisfied as to the expectation & desire of our party friends 
throughout the state. But the politicians dont’ intend that 
that desire shall have utterance if they can help it. 

I see that the ‘‘Maquoketa Exeelsior’’ brings out Isbell 
of Linn County. The Editor is Moriarity ” late Public Printer. 
He professed to be a warm friend of mine until I told him 
very plainly that I would not countenance or submit to his 
attempts to swindle Teesdale” out of his office, to which 
the Genl. Assembly elected him. He undertook to urge as a 
reason why I should favor him & oppose Teesdale that he 
was favourable to me & that Teesdale was conspiring with 
Penn Clarke against me. I stoped him at once & told him 
I had heard all that, that Teesdale had an undoubted right 
to be either for or against me & that his proclivities towards 
this or that man would not influence me an atom. To revenge 
himself, he is now against me as you see. So we go. I do not 
think the Bissell movement is going to amount to much 
unless all the odds & ends unite on him. I do not know any 
one north for him unless it be Cooley * of Winneshiek, others, 
perhaps, may be brought over to him for sufficiently 
weighty reasons. 

28Norman W. Isbell, justice of the state supreme court, 1855-56, judge of a dis- 
trict court, 1862-64. 

29Peter Moriarty, state printer, 1855-57 


30John Teesdale, editor of the Jowa ‘City Republican, later editor of the Des 


Moines Citizen and the Iowa State Journal. 
31E, E. Cooley, Decorah, Iowa, member of the 7th General Assembly. 
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Penn Clarke has been here with R. L. B. Clarke” & 
Warren two days. I cant’ learn what success he has had on 
his trip. I think not much. I do not know any one who is 
very likely to vote for him this way. 

I have just got a letter from Noble who says that all this 
Bissell ‘‘Splurge’’ is designed for the benefit of. Tim Davis 
who is to come in to beat all — s. He is opposed to the 
whole movement. Write me often. Have they instructed you 
to vote for Clarke? Do not refuse to do it, keep yourself 
strong at home, though I know he would cut your throat 
politically in a minute. You are in his way. He knows it & 
he will attempt to kill you off in some way. You ean safely 
agree to vote for him in caucus. 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 
Do you learn the position of any of the Members? 


Burlington, Nov. 30, 1857 
My dear Sir 

Yours of the 24th Nov. is at hand & be assured that I 
feel grateful to you for the contents. 

I shall recommend the payment of the troops as you desire. 
Indeed, I am now writing a paragraph of my message on 
that subject & have written to Col. Richards* to forward 
me full report of disbursements &e. to be submited to the 
Assembly with the message. 

If I do not recommend a diversion of the Des Moines 
River grant to a Rail. Road I shall favor it. But I think I 
shall recommend it. There would be no difficulty in carrying 
such a measure but for the land grant Rail Roads. The one 
terminating here is indifferent to it. The Vice President who 
is the active man of the company favors it. But the three 
northern roads .will be bitterly hostile to it, especially the 
DuBuque & Pacific. Still I think it ean be carried. You may 
count on my cheerful & active co-operation. If elected, as 
I hope & expect to be, I shall remain at the capitol during 
the winter. Lowe & other friends are very anxious that I 
_ ®8Rufus L, B.. Clark, of Mt., Pleasant, Whig member of the 1857 Constitutional 


Convention. foe 
88Charles B:..Richards, lawyer and business speculator of Ft. Dodge. 
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should & I am rather anxious myself. I certainly will be in 
that event, for I will want to help our friends manage 
matters so as. not to dismember our party in the State. I dont’ 
want to be in office without a party in the state at my back. 

It is an honor to be a member of the next House of Rep. 
It will contain more talent than all the Houses we have had 
since the state was organized. 

You must have a talk with Wilson of Jefferson County 
in relation to your schemes as soon as you reach Des Moines. 

Wilson was a leading man in the constitutional convention 
and will be a leading man in any deliberative body. He is 
what is called a ‘‘singed cat.’’ He is prudent, cautious, 
sagacious and if he has a mind that way, can be eloquent. 
He is a good politician & will see at once the policy of 
strengthening & giving prominence to our republican friends 
in your quarter of the state. The trouble in this respect 
heretofore has been that none of you ever let us know that 
there were such men. Richards was the only republican I 
ever heard of at Ft. Dodge until I accidently came across 
your Presbyterian clergyman at Cedar Falls, & I heard of 
him by accident. By the way, pray give my kindest regards 
to that clergyman. I have forgotten his name, but I was much 
pleased with him. 

I am very truly your friend 

[C. C. Carpenter] James W. Grimes 


Burlington Dee. 4, 1857 
_Dr Kirkwood 

I have just reced your letter. 

Do not allow Clarke to get the inside track of you in any 
way. He wants to get rid of you by some unpopular move- 
ment on your part & if voting for me will injure you, you 
must not do it at all. / ie 

If I go down, I do not intend to take any of my friends 
down with me if I can help it. At any rate I do not want to. 

Judge Smyth is to be a candidate & will be much the 
most ‘respectable & formidable one. He will command the 
support of Linn, Jackson, Benton, I presume. 


34James  F. Wilson, member of the.7th and 8th. state. legislatures, member of 
Congress, 1861-1869, U. S. Senator, 1882-1895. A warm friend of Grimes. 


490 ANNALS OF IOWA 


I wish you would make the suggestion to Wilson that you 
mentioned to me. It wont’ do for me to do it & it would 
come with no bad grace from you. His place is perfectly 
on the floor for that is where his services will be needed. 

You are a doomed man as well as myself. The great 
Moguls, Clarke, Warren, Miller® have marked you. We 
would be in a bad plight if they had any people at their 

Yours truly James W. Grimes 
backs. They have none in this part of the State. 
I am much more afraid of Smyth than of any one else. He 
is the dangerous man. 


Burlington 15 Dee. 1857 
Dr Kirkwood 

Yours of the 9th inst. is reeed & I hasten to answer to your 
queries at once. 

- In regard to Judge Smyth I only know that Thompson * 
wrote me. He says Smyth will be a candidate & that the Linn 
delegation will stick to him to the end. 

The Clayton County men will probably be for me. Yell 
(the old member from Clinton) writes me that the Clinton 
Rep. are for me & thinks that the Senator will be also. 
Atkins & Cooley of Winneshiek, Woodward of Buchanan, 
Streeter of Black Hawk, Harmon of Bremer, Brown & 
Richardson of Fayette, Carpenter of Webster & Dana of 
Story are for me. I am told that Trumbull of Butler will 
probably vote for me.” 

The men who are not for me are Rep. Scott 3—Cattell & 
Wright Cedar 2, Linn 3, Benton 2, Delaware 1, Louisa 2, * 
Washington 2, Mahaska 2 Jasper 1 = in all 18 of these, but for 
local considerations I would get the Scott, Cedar, Linn, Ben- 
ton & Deleware leaving only seven against me.” 

The Harlan men (there are very few of them) might be 
against me did they not know that the men who are opposed 
to me are opposed to him also and are only waiting until 
I am slaughtered to cut his throat. The whole warfare, no 


s>William Miller, Whig-Republican lawyer, judge of the district court, and justice 
of the state supreme Court 1870-1875. 

86William Thompson, Democratic member of Congress, 1847-1851. 

87Jeremiah T, Atkins, E. E. Cooley, J. S. Woodward, Zimri Streeter, W. P. 
Harmon, Aaron Brown, Robt. A. Richardson, C. C. Carpenter, John L. Dana, 
Mathew M. Trumbull, William A. Thurston. 

8sJonathan W. Cattell, of Springdale, and Ed. Wright, latter Sec. of State. 


LETTERS OF JAMES W. GRIMES 491 


matter what character it may assume in different localities, 
is all inspired by Col. Warren. 

He will be at Des Moines expressly to defeat me. He rep- 
resents to those who do not know better that I defeated him 
three years ago & elected Harlan. I wish I could take the 
eredit of that achievement, but it is not due to me. The 
charge is false 2d That I defeated him for the House last 
Oct. This too, is false. I did all I could for him & he knows 
it can be proved by a cloud of witnesses. 3d That I never did 
any thing for the Republican party of this last, I will say 
nothing, leaving the decision to those who know my career in 
the state ever since I have been in it. 

I am writing my message. I am going to give them a 
blizzard on 1st Dred Scott, 2 Kanzas, 3 Centralizing influence 
of the central government. Is not really this last influence 
becoming fearful in this country. Look at the removal of 
John McKane[?] because he voted for an honest man in a 
municipal election, look at the employment of spies & agents 
in Kanzas & Mr. Buchanans attempts or desires to controul 
the banking institutions in the country. 

I start to Des Moines on the 28th inst. 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 


Dr Kirkwood 

Just as I expected & told you would be the case, I am now 
sick with the ague. I am about the house but am compelled 
to take medicine & am now under its influence. 

I reached Muscatine in safety & spoke there the morning 
after I left you to quite a large crowd. I found our friends 
disponding. I cheered them all I could & put forth my best 
efforts, but I confess that I expected them to be beaten because 
there was no organization. There was no effort made to get out 
the full vote of our party, whilst the democrats were thorough- 
ly organized and drilled. 

We have had accounts from Johnson except in Des Moines, 
Muscatine & Johnson we have done admirably. The majority 
in Lee for the democrats is small & Rankin is elected over 
Thurston. The demo. majorities in Van Buren, Decatur & 
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Wayne are greatly reduced. So also, it is reported of Wapello. 
We have carried Jefferson by over two hundred, Henry 813- 
Louisa 270, Scott & Clinton, Keokuk, Mahaska & Washington. 

The Senate so far as heard from will stand 21 to 151. e. we 
are sure of 21 Senators. The House of Rep. is more doubtful, 
as far as heard from we stand 18 Repub to 15 democrats. If 
we have done as well in the South west as we have in the 
South East there will be no trouble. Warren does not lack 
five votes of an election. He has been the cause of all our 
trouble here. Coolbaugh®™ hates him most desparately. He 
furnishes both money & brains to the democratic party. He 
would have furnished neither had not Warren forced himself 
upon the ticket. Coolbaugh I know did not desire to be & 
would not have consented to be a candidate a candidate for 
the Senate had not Warren run on the other ticket. As it. is, 
he is Elected by more than 300 majority. 

Pray send me the news as you get it. Write me often. 

I have directed Sells“ to issue the proclamation about the 
capital & University. I expect you people to be down upon me 
about it. But really I know not how to eseape from doing it 
& I really believe it to be to the interest of Iowa City, Des 
Moines & the State that the matter should be definitely settled. 

I want Teesdale to get the paper at Des Moines or else 
establish one there. The incidental printing will be valuable 
this winter & hereafter. I cant’ of course raise any money to 
aid him in these hard times, but I will help him by endorse- 
ment if that will do any good. 

Your friend [illigible] with many infirmities at this present 
writing 
Burlington 16th Oct. 1857 James W. Grimes 


Burlington Oct. 28, 1857 
Dr. Sir 
Yours’ of the 26th inst has been duly reced. 
Enclosed please find the authority for the auditor to issue 
his warrant. 
Is it yet known at Iowa City what is Gov. Lowe’s Majority? 


8°William F. Coolbaugh, highway and railroad builder and investor, member of 
the 5, 6, 7, 8 state legislatures, lived in Burlington, later removed to Chicago. 

40Elijah Sells, member of the first state legislature, Sec. of State from 1854-58, 
a_strong and powerful. Republican leader; he was the valued. political friend of 
Harlan. Later removed to Kansas and then to Utah. 
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Do you know precisely how the Senate & House stand? Sell’s 
Count & mine disagree. I do not see where he gets so many 
republican members in the House of Rep. 

Yours truly 
[W. P. Clarke] James W. Grimes 


Dr Kirkwood 

Enclosed is a letter from Mr. Davis to me in answer to one 
I wrote him, in which I suggested that perhaps you would 
not desire to be a candidate. You can see how he feels on the 
subject. I am convinced that he will never, in the world, go 
for Thorington I do not wish to controul you at all, but I want 
you to make up your mind with a full knowledge of the facts. 
Re-enclose to me Davi’s letter 

For Heavens sake, never let one of the Asylums go to Vin- 
ton as recommended by a comtee in the House. Write me 
often I pray thee. 

If you must have another session I trust it will be our 
Extra session & not an adjourned session 

Your friend, truly 

Burlington 27 Feb. 1858 James W. Grimes 


Dr Kirkwood 

I learned from a source entitled to credit, that the demo- 
erats have now resolved to prevent any thing being done this 
winter. They have agreed to debate the Dred Scott resolu- 
tions a week or ten days and they think that they can take up 
a week’s time with them in the Senate. Their ‘game’ is to 
render this General Assembly as obnoxious as possible that 
it may become ‘‘a stench in the nostrils of the people.”’ I 
declare I am afraid they will sueceed; we seem to have some 
very impracticable fellows, in the House especially, who act 
as if they were actually combined with. the democrats. If we 
can get the election law, apportionment & state Bank laws en- 
nacted I will be satisfied, but it should be done speedily. 
There is too much loquacity in the legislature too many great 
men for our good. ial 

You can rely upon the aim of the democrats, I have it direct 
enough to believe it. Your friend, truly . 
Burlington March 6, 1858 James W. Grimes 
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Dr Sir 

Your note in which allusion was made to the state arms 
has been duly reced. I have also seen the ‘‘Des Moines 
Journal’’ in which a special message of Gov. Lowe is referred 
to. I cant’ believe that Gov. L. is correctly reported. If he is, 
he certainly sent in an extraordinary message. 

The amt. of arms belonging to the State is, I think, about 
1900 muskets. The number & description were set out in a 
message sent to the special session of the Genl. Assembly held 
in July 1856. 

There are also at Keokuk, Davenport & Du Buque each, 
one 4 pounder field piece in the charge of the proper artillary 
companies or their officers, and there were some revolvers, of 
which I caused to be delivered some to the Warden of the 
Penitentiary. 


The gentlemen whose minds are exercised on the subject of 
allowing them to be sent to Kanzas will have a jolly time proy- 
ing any such charge against me. I never had the possession or 
custody of any portion of the State arms for one moment. 
They were immediately turned over to Gen. Geo. W. 
McCleary” who was the Adjutant General and he placed them 
in the charge of some warehousemen in Iowa City who are 
unknown to me, Some of them may be taken to Kanzas or 
Nebraska (?), for ought that I know, but if so, I have no 
knowledge of it & had not instrumentality in their going 

This is altogether the most investigating Genl. Assembly 
I ever knew. There are doubtless one or two other comtees 
projected, if not under weigh, by this time. 


The democrats generally, are going to sustain Buchanan. 
They are gradually coming over & by midsummer, the greater 
part of the rebellious will be fighting valiantly for the 
‘“spoils’? under the presidential banner. I think that after 
this winters work at Des Moines, the passage of the Lecomp- 
ton bill will be the only thing that can save our party. If I 
believed, therefore, that the end even tified the means, 
I think I should pray for its adoption. 

Burlington, March 11, 1858 Your friend, truly 
Hon. S. J. Kirkwood James W. Grimes 


41George W. McCleary, Secretary of State, 1850-56, Adjt. General, 1855-57. 
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Burlington Dee. 29. 1858 


_ Dr Kirkwood 


| 


I have had a long search for the receipt for the two land 
warrants & have at length found it. 
It is dated 28th Feb. 1857 & signed by Clarke, Kirkwood & 


_ Lucas 


The warrants are No 11771 for one hundred & twenty acres 
dated 20th Augt. 1855 & issued to Alden (?) Walker; and No. 
77425, for one hundred & twenty acres dated 19th June 1856 
& issued to David Smith. The above discription of the war- 


_ rants is as found in the receipt, that being the only memor- 


| 


andum or description that I have of them 
I am very truly Your friend 
James W. Grimes 


_ Dr Kirkwood (Between us) 


Did you ever conceive of a more absurd & ridiculous pro- 
duction than the enclosed.” Is the man really demented? or is 


he only a natural born fool? A state officer—appointed by 


the Governor & paid by the State, yet, it seems that he actually 
refuses to serve those counties that will not agree to pay him 
additional compensation. If his proposition was made pri- 
vately instead of openly, it could be regarded in no other light 
than as an attempt to secure a bribe. 

This thing will play the d ] with his ducks for Congress 
this fall. It would beat any man in the world and it ought to. 
Our friends cant’ defend his position in this circular & must 
not attempt it. 

I wonder why, according to his theory, the state pays him 
a salary of $2000 at all? 

I have not mentioned this circular to any one and am 
ashamed to. 

Let me hear from you. You will have to be a Candidate for 
Congress. I do not see how we can get along without you. 
With you & Curtiss* I will be willing to go to Washington 

Your friend 


Grimes 


41aCircular of Jas. Thorington, re being made the agent of counties in the mat- 


ter of swamp lands in their county, ; a 
42Samuel R. Curtis, West Point graduate, engineer, lawyer, and Civil War 
soldier, was a Republican member of Congress from 1857-61, when he resigned to 


enter the army. 
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Nearly dead with rheumitism. Shall see you at Iowa City soon 


Dr Kirkwood 

I reced. yesterday, a letter from Tim. Davis saying that he 
did not wish to be & would not be a candidate for re-election 
& that he was for you as his successor. He also wished to 
know what I thought about it & whether or not you would 
consent to be a candidate. I have not yet answered him. What 
shall I say to him? 

I have just written Wilson about a Bank Commission & 
asked him to consult you. He will tell you what I think about 
that matter & save me the trouble of re-writing. Let me hear 
from you soon. Your friend 

James W. Grimes 

[1857 or 1858] 

There is going to be no doubt of our success in October. The 
result in New Hampshire, where we have gained largely and 
in the township elections in New York, show that the predicted 
reaction has not taken place. The recent decision in the 
Dred Scott case is driving all the Fillmore & strait whigs in- 
to our ranks and some democrats. Kanzas will make a heavy 
draw upon us during the year, but our majority will increase 
nontheless. 

Let me hear from you 

Your friend 


James W. Grimes 
[1858] 


(Private) 
Burlington, April 24, 1859 

Dr Kirkwood 

I have just seen Judge Stone* of Knoxville & Wooden of 
Sigourney, on their way from Washington County to Jeffer- 
son. Wooden as you know perhaps, belongs to W. P. Clarke & 
Morris, I have had no conversation with him, but with Stone 
I have. 

I learn that Clark & Morris are resolved to oppose & defeat 


43William .H. Stone, judge of the district court, Col. of the 22nd Iowa, and 
justice of the state supreme court following his term as governor, 1864-68. 
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you-if possible. They think that they can do it by obtaining 
a strong delegation to the State Convention who will be op- 
posed to you. This, I learn, they boast that they can do and 
give out that they intend to set about doing it at once. A part 
of the programme is to elect Morris to the Senate from your 
county. Price“ of Scott is to be their man for Gov. He hates 
them all most heartily I know, but they have concluded that 
they would rather have an enemy than to take you. Espec- 
ially as Price’s selection would not so much militate against 
the aspirations of Clark to the Supreme bench. 

Now, the question is, are you going to allow this thing to 
happen? It depends with you precisely, whether or not it 
shall be done. I do not think that Lowe can be nominated. 
Price is a first rate man personally, but he will be a weak 
candidate His connection with the M & M. R. R. Co. will 
weaken him & then he has said some very bitter things as a 
temperance advocate that will be remembered against him. 
It is possible that he may secure the German vote of Davenport 
in some way, but I fear that he would lose it elsewhere. These 
things would not effect him at all, were the election to take 
place next year with the Presidential election, but they 
certainly would to a greater or less extent, this year. 

Let me hear from you 
Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 


Burlington, April 28, 1859 
Dr Kirkwood 

Your favor of the 24th inst. is at hand. 

Were it not for Penn Clarke & Morris there would be no 
opposition to you any where to amount to any thing, but they 
are resolved, as I learn, to stir up all the strife that may be 
possible. To be forewarned is to [be] forearmed & I will there- 
fore tell you their programme & their arguments. They in- 
tend & profess to expect to carry your county of Johnson 
against you and then select a strong & bitter delegation against 
you. They then intend to urge two arguments against you, 

Hiram Price was an outstanding financial and business leader of Davenport, an 


ardent temperance man, a figure in railroad building in Iowa, a member of Con- 
gress from 1863-69, 1877-81. 
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first, that you did nothing in the last canvass & second, your 
connection with the State Bank. I get this from Judge 
Stone who got it from Clarke & Wooden. It is a part of their 
plan, for some reason or other, to elect Martin L. Morris to 
the State Senate from your county. The whole of this move- 
ments is is (sic) instigated by these men for the purpose of 
making Clarke a Judge of the Supreme bench and to prevent 
any man from Johnson County save themselves from holding 
any position of honor or trust in our party. They are equally 
bitter against Judge Smyth and every other man in your 
part of the State except Price, and then only favor him be- 
cause they wish to use him as an instrument with which to 
demolish you. 

It is very evident that you & all other decent men in your 
part of the state have got to have a fight with this clique. You 
have got to succumb entirely or fight & conquor. You, Smith 
(sic) &e. are all in the same eatagory. Now, you ean subdue 
them if you but will it. But you must go at it at once & secure 
the votes in convention of Johnson Linn & other central coun- 
ties. See Smyth & consult with him. Write to all your ac- 
quaintances throughout the state telling them that you are a 
eandidate, that you want to be nominated & that you want 
their aid to bring that result about. 

As for canvassing the state for you if you are nominated, it 
would be wholly work of supererogation. You cant’ be defeat- 
ed if you are nominated. 

Go to work with a will, Do not let these rascals have their 
way. 

Your friend, truly 
James W. Grimes 


Dr Kirkwood 

Your letter came to hand & was shown to Cook. He now 
promises to be at the convention. You will be there of 
course. It is going to be no contest at all. It seems that 
nearly every body is in your favor. Even Lee County dele- 
gates will only vote for Lowe once by way of complement 
and then east their votes for you. I was there twice last 
week & saw all parties each time. Lowe did not mention the 
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subject to me, but I could see by his appearance & acts and 
I was told by others that he does not expect to be re-nom- 
inated. His great hope now, is that he may be taken up for 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court. In this he will be 
dissapointed for they all wish Sam Miller* for that place. 
Danl Miller“ too is a candidate for the bench, but entirely 
without votes or influence. 

If delegates favorable to you are appointed in Johnson 
County I can not conceive where the opposition to you is to 
come from. Morris & Clarke are resolved to defeat you if 
effort & money can do it. Why does not your paper republish 
some of the articles from its exchanges favorable to you? I 
do not see that a paper in the state advocates the re-election 
of Gov. Lowe. 

Your friend, truly 
Burlington 24 May 1859 James W. Grimes 


Burlington, May 29, 1859 

Dr Kirkwood 

Your favor is at hand. I cant believe that there is any 
truth in the report about the state aid project. No man with 
a thimble full of brains if he desired the success of our party 
would seek to have our convention endorse in any way, either 
directly or indirectly, such a scheme. It would blow us at 
once to the d——1. No man standing on such a platform 
could get any votes in this county. Jefferson, Henry, Louisa, 
Wapello, Van Buren & I would not vote for such nominees 
myself I am a republican upon principles, but my republican- 
ism does not require me to become instrumental in a great 
scheme of state & private swindling as in Minnesota. Our 
policy is to say nothing about it, pro or con, and this, you 
will find, will be the view of the convention, when assembled. 
A few men in Du Buque & Keokuk may attempt to secure 
Lowe’s re-nomination by this dodge secretly, but they cannot 
be fools enough to do it openly. 

Our democrats are all for Lowe, of course. They hope his 


45Samuel F. Miller, prominent Keokuk lawyer, later elevated to the U. S. Su- 


t by Abraham Lincoln. : ‘ Z 
Ears F Miller, member of 3rd territorial and 25th state legislatures, was 


elected a Whig member of Congress in a disputed election in 1849, was seated and 
served 1850-51. 


500 ANNALS OF IOWA 


nomination & then they will publish some of his foolish 
letters in favor of state aid written by him last autumn. In 
this way they hope to get the question drawn into the can- 
vass, by which they can lose nothing & may gain. Outside of 
Lee, Polk & Du Buque counties I do not know any body in 
favor of his nomination in our party. 

Your compromise with Clarke is probably prudent & is 
certainly safe. He has no friends, no strength any where. 
I would like to know who the many republicans are residing 
in other parts of the state who want him nominated as stated 
by the ‘‘Republican”’ of your city. The truth is he is exceed- 
ingly odious & could not be elected if he was nominated. 

You must keep at work, remembering that ‘‘no one can tell 
who is Governor until he is elected.’ 

Cook” says he will go to Des Moines. You must not fail to 
be there. 

Your friend, truly 
James W. Grimes 


Burlington, 25th June 1859 

Dr Kirkwood 

I hope it is not necessary for me to say to you how much 
I am gratified at your nomination. The truth is, the entire 
ticket suits every body here. I have not heard a word whisper- 
ed against it, and I have not learned that there is a particle 
of dissatisfaction with any part of it, any where, except 
among the democrats. They, I am sorry to say, are very 
much incensed at the nomination of Mr. Rusch.“ His nomina- 
tion has deprived them of their entire capital upon which 
they expected to conduct the campaign. What is the use of 
talking about the Mass. Constitutional amendment whilst 
Rusch’s name is on the ticket as a constant reminder 
that we do not uphold the principle of that amendment? 
Why were you so cruel as to spoil their nice investment in 
‘Col. Schade’”® who was imported hither expressly to meet 
"John P. Cook, member of the 5, and 6, territorial, the 2 and 3 state legislatures, 


was elected a Whig member of Congress, 1853-55, 

48Nicholas J. Rusch, German emigrant, and Republican candidate for Lieutenant- 
Governor in 1859 to secure the German vote. 

#*Louis Schade of Burlington, a Democratic German newspaper editor, later of 
Washington, D. C. 
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the exigencies of this contest? They are exceedingly angry 
at your want of consideration of their desires to carry the 
state this fall & upon this question, for they could make no 
votes on any other, they thought, & hence they have been 
compelled as an after thought to dig up the temperance ques- 
tion, state expenses, negro schools & & try to galvanize them 
into life in their platform. 

The democrats intend to give us a hard fight, but we shall 
carry the state by not less than 5000 maj. I think. They think 
that they have nominated their best man & I agree with them 
in that, so much the greater will be the credit due to you for 
defeating them. I am told that they intend to place Dodge 
on the stump with you to make a general canvass of the state. 
Harlan, I learn, will also be in the field until the day of elec- 
tion. Dodge is expected here to day. Had you not better 
come down & make up your list of appointments with him. 
I want to see you. 

I shall write to Rusch to day urging him to write to his 
German friends all over the state to organize the German 
vote so as to bring it to the polls en masse. There are two, or 
three thousand Germans in the state who have not yet secur- 
ed their last papers. The names of all such should be dis- 
covered, they should get their final papers and be brought to 
the polls. 

How is friend Clarke? I hope he possesses his soul in peace 
& patience 

Can’t you get some of your Ohio friends to make us a speech 
or two in the State, Sherman” or Ford? 

Your friend, truly 
James W. Grimes 


Burlington June 26, 1859 
Dr Kirkwood 
I wrote you yesterday. Since then I learned that Col. 
Warren on the cars & boats (?) on the way to Des Moines 
was very busy repeating that a regular bargains was entered 
into between you & I two years ago when you went north with 
me, according to the terms of which I was to be elected to the 


50John Sherman of Ohio, then a Rep., later a Senator and a cabinet member. 
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Senate and you was to be Harlans successor : that you was [to] 
be the candidate for Gov. and canvass the state thus making 
yourself as popular as possible & the man to go before the 
Legislature for election. This story was designed to influence 
Harlan, Hiram Price, Davis, Bissell & Wiltse” & their friends 
all of whom, it is said, have some aspirations senatorward. 
You know precisely how much truth there is in this cunningly 
devised fable and you will of course know how to counteract 
its evident design. 

I am told that a great many men professed to see the hand 
of Ahab in the doings at Des Moines. What fools some men 
allow their suspicions to make of themselves. 

Your friend truly 
James W. Grimes 


Burlington July 14, 1859 

My dear Sir 

I have caused the enclosed to be copied & now return the 
original to you. 

I wrote to Kasson” yesterday to cause your & Harlan’s ap- 
pointments to be published at once 

Do not fail to take the proper steps to learn specifically 
the precise steps taken by the democrats at their meeting in 
Des Moines, on the 28th inst. and get the information to me. 

I have no news from any quarter. I am satisfied that every 
thing is right thorughout the state, still you must work early 
and late to place the result beyond a peradventure. Dodge will 
not get one republican vote in this County, you must get as 
many democratic votes in Johnson as possible. 

Yours truly 
James W. Grimes 

Remember, wherever you go, & in all your speeches to speak 
a good word for Rusch. He must not be allowed to drop be- 
hind his ticket. 
[S. J. Kirkwood] 


‘1Henry A. Wiltse, 2 prominent lawyer of Dubuque, at one time was U. S. Sur- 
veyor General in that city. 

‘2John A. Kasson, chairman of the state Republican committee in 1859, was 
Republican member of Congress, 1863-67, 1873-77, 1881-84, and a successful diplomat 


in the foreign service as well as a delegate for the United States in many inter- 
national conferences. 
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Burlington July 15, 1859 

My dear Sir 

Your favor of the 8th inst. has just come to hand. 

It has been the constant policy of Gen. Dodge & his friends 
to boast of his ability, but he has never been known to display 
any of it. The real truth is, between us, he is a great vain 
pompous blockhead, who relies for his popularity upon the 
effect of indefatigability in shaking hands & inquiries for 
peoples families. He never did any thing & is incapable of 
doing any thing that evinces the slightest forecast (?) on 
statemanship. He came to Iowa with a commission in his 
pocket, he’s lived here twenty-one years come September— 
has held office a little more than 19 years of that time & has 
drawn therefor from the public treasury $105,000. 


I neved knew him to do any thing that excited attention 
at all except when in 1844 he published a letter urging the 
people of Iowa to divide the state by a line running north & 
south midway between the Miss. & Missouri rivers and when 
ten years there after, in 1854, he declared on the floor of the 
United States Senate as a fact of national importance ‘‘that 
he had always blacked his own boots’’ Notwithstanding the 
large amounts he has reced from the public chest, (more than 
an average of $5000 per annum.) he has never been known to 
aid in building up any village or city in the state or to give to 
any charity, unless it be the catholic church of which his 
family are members, including his wife & children. 

In a word, Gen. Dodge is about such a man as your Mr. 
Duncombe except that Duncombe is more fast (?)—a man of 
quicker parts than Dodge. You remember that intelligent 
Greeks & Romans hewed Gods from blocks of wood, guilded 
them & worshiped them. The democrats of Iowa have selected 
for their political god a material as near wood as possible and 
set him up for the admiration of their voting plattoons. The 
gods of the Greeks & the democratic god will all receive the 
same fate. The latter will be tumbled down as unceremon- 
iously in Oct. as the former were when light burst in upon 
the heathen minds of their owners. 

Kirkwood was here three days trying to get Dodge to agree 
to make joint appointments with him, but Dodge declined, 
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first on one pretext & then on another. His keepers and 
grooms are too keen to allow him to get on the same stump or 
address the same crowd with Kirkwood. Kirkwood at length 
addressed him a letter making the proposition so that he 
would be compelled to decline in writing, which, if necessary, 
may be published. We shall do better this way than ever 
before. Our party is thorughly united & harmonious. There 
is not a murmer of dissatisfaction with either the platform or 
ticket. 

I am sorry that I have no more documents to distribute. 
I am entitled to only such as may be printed by order of the 
Cong. of which I am a member, & that Cong. has not as- 
sembled yet. Gen. Jones was entitled to all ordered up to the 
4th March last. The few I did get were borrowed, to be 
returned in kind hereafter. 

We hope to hear good accounts from your region of the 
state in Oct. I do not doubt that we shall carry the state by a 
greatly increased majority over that of any previous year. 
I shall be pleased to hear from you at any time. 

Very truly your friend 
James W. Grimes 
[C. C. Carpenter] 


(Continued) 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


THE VALUE OF A MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 


One must count among the more important aids to a fuller 
and more accurate understanding of history the correspond- 
ence, letters, and accounts of men who figured in the develop- 
ments of their day. This department has long held this to be 
true, and has continuously sought to collect and preserve the 
manuscript letters and correspondence of Iowa men and 
women and institutions. Curator Charles Aldrich gave a great 
impetus to this effort in the very first days of the department, 
and by his wide acquaintance with the leading men of early 
Iowa he was able to secure and preserve for the state some of 
the most valuable collections the department has. Under 
Curator Edgar Harlan the same recognition of the value of 
such records continued to stimulate efforts to acquire and 
preserve records of those men, women, and institutions which 
would throw light upon the passing scene of which they were 
a part. The process of adding to the collections in the depart- 
ment is never ended; it is and must be one of the main func- 
tions of the department. 

Too often, however, the average man, whether he be the 
banker, the clothier, the realtor, the bookkeeper, or the 
Mayor may wonder what is the value of preserving such col- 
lections of letters and old records. Yet from such records 
comes much of our information of history, and for Iowa, much 
of the history of her territorial and early statehood days is to 
be found in the manuscript collections, as well as information 
relative to the court and legal systems in Iowa, her Indian re- 
lations, her school and religious developments, her customs 
and manners, and the changes in the kind and the method 
of doing business. All are there, for those who will study 
them. 

If a wide knowledge of the price and operation of grain on 
the several markets is a sign of the better farmer, then surely 
an increasing knowledge of the facts and realities of our 
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American history is a sign of, and makes, a better citizen. 
Records from men of. high and low estate, from all business 
and professional’ oceupations, from journals, ledgers, corres- 
pondence and diaries help to produce that ever enlarging 
stream of information. If men are to be free they must first 
know the truth. 

Below is a list of manuscripts in the possession of the 
department which have been received since 1929, or which 
were not listed in the account given in the April number, 1929, 
of the Annals of Iowa. The list here given is divided into two 
parts, the first the personal manuscript section, and the second 
the non-personal, or group and institutional records. 


PERSONAL MANUSCRIPTS 


Adams, Samuel Callanan, J., Jr. 
Allen, William Carpenter, William 
Andreen, Gustav Casady, Simon 
Anderson, Mrs. B. M. Casson, Henry 
Anderson, Leo Chambers, John 
Armstrong, Frank Chase, D. D. 
Arnold, Edw. Chatland, Thomas 
Atkinson, William I. Call, Kate 

Avery, William Call, Arnold 
Bailey, Joel Collins, W. L. 
Bainbridge, W. E. Conger, P. H. 
Baker, John Dodge, Acct. Books Conway, William B. 
Baldwin, Caleb Cook, Jacob 

Barr, Samuel Cook, John G. 
Bartlett, John D., Acct. Books Cooler, Gilbert 
Bassett, Christina Cowles, (Rev.) Salmon 
Blaine, James G. Cox, Thomas 
Blanchard, Henry E. Craig, James 
Boies, Horace Cravin, James 
Boone, Nathan, Survey Notes Crawford, D. 
Bradshaw, Charles S. Crawford, J. S., P. W., S. J., T. 
Brandt, Isaac Cummings, C. A. 
Brown, N. T. Davis, C. F. 
Brocking, Mrs. Almira Dean, Henry Clay 
Brookhart, Smith W. Deering, Mrs. N. C. 
Bruner, Elias D. Depew, H. H. 
Bruce, James Dermer, H. E. 
Busby, Samuel Donnan, Dan 


Callanan, James Douglas, Stephan A. 
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Duffield, George C. 
Dunham, C. 
Durham, 8. W. 
Evans, W. C. 
Everett, E. S. 
Fairall, S. H. 
Faville, Oren 
Franklin, Sir John 
Frazee, George 
Frazier, George 
Frink, Johr 
Frizzell, J. W. 
Gendry, 

Gray, Thomas 
Greef, H. S. 
Griswold, Rev. 
Guye, Lawrence 
Hack, O. J. 

Hall, William C. 
Hammil, Math G. 
Harper, William 
Harriott (Dr.) I. H. 
Hayden, Everett 
Hayden, F. V. 
Haynes, James 
Hay, A. T. 

Hecox, Warren T. 
Henderson, F. J. 
Hendershott, N. B. 
iWerriott, (Prof.) FP. I. 
Hillis, Cora Bussey 
Hoffman, Thomas L. 
Holman, Grant 
Hoskins, Erastus 
Howe, Judge, O. C. 
Hull, J. A. T. 
Hunt, Jerry and ‘‘others’’ 
Husted, A. S. 
Hutchins, C. B. 
Ingham, Harvey 
Jacobs, R. G. 
Jefferson, Theo 
Karr, Mrs. H. L. 


Kellenbarger, (Lieut.) John H. 


Kerr, John 
Kerr, Wm G. 
Kindig, J. W. 


Lally, John F. 

Lee, Henry W. 

Lees, James H. 

Lenihan, (Rev.) Matthias C. 
Leonard, Katherine 
Lipse, Benjamin F. 
Logan, John 

Lowe, Ralph P. 

Lucas, Robert 

Luther, Martin 

Lyon, Mrs. E. M. 

Lytton, (Lord and Lady) Edw. B. 
MacLanan, F. A. 

Maier, Zoe 

Manning, Edwin, Acct. Book 
Martin, Michael 

Maxon, William 
McCleary, Robert 
McGinnia, Gertrude 
McGrady, S. J. 

McQueen, A. G. 

Merrill, Samuel 

Michael, Addison 

Miller, Laura 

Mills, Oliver 

Morgan, J. M. 

Morgan, John 8. 

Morgan, Maurice L. 
Morning, (Rey.) Theodore 
Muller, Nathaniel 
Neuhring, Mrs. Henry 
Noonan, (Rev.) J. J. 
Realy leek: 

Perkins, George D. 
Perkins, J. L. 
Perry & Wilson Acct. Books 
Peterson, Nels 

Pierce, Alexander 

Pope, Samuel 

Read, 

Redhead, Wesley 

Reed, Walter 

Roberts, B. 8. 

Rossel, M. Paul 

Rossitti, Christinia 
Rossitti, Dante Gabriel 
Schackelford, John H. 
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Scholes, F. R. 

Scholte, H. P. 

Sears, E. G., Ledger Book 
Shambaugh, Benjamin F. 
Sharkey, Philip 

Sherman, Ernest A. 
Sherman, Hoyt 
Sherwood, B. 

Silwald, Henry 

Small, A. J. 

Smith, Jeremiah 

Smith, Jeremiah, Jr. 
Smith, L. H. 

Springer, Job 

Stevens, (Justice) Truman 8S. 
Stevenson, C. H. 

Stone, John Y. 

Stuart, Grace 

Stuart, Henrietta 

Taft, Mrs. C. C. 

Taylor, Bayard 

Taylor, C. H. 

Taylor, William E. 


Thomas, Charles 
Thorp, George R. 
Thompson, C. B. 
Tovey, John 

Tyrell, Mrs. J. W. 

Van Steenberg, B. B. 
Vries, Hugo De 
Walker, Martin O 
Wallace, (Rev.) Henry 
Warfield, Ida Hare 
Wasson, James A. 
Watters, T. H. 
Weaver, James B., Jr. 
Wellslager, R. T. 
Wheeler, Ben D. 
White, Fannie Rebecca 
Wiggins, N. G. 

Wilson & Perry, Acct. Books 
Winchell, J. M. 
Winslow, (Gen.) Edward P. 
Wright, Dave 

Wright, Susie Webb 


NON-PERSONAL MANUSCRIPTS 


American Emigrant Co. 
American Railway Union 
Blackhawk 
Boone 
Boonesboro Weather Reports 
Bonds 
Bulgaria 
California City, Iowa 
Centennial Exhibition — Pagent, 
Philadelphia 
Civil War: 
Towa: 
Company C, 4th Iowa Inf. 
Company D, 16th Iowa Inf. 
Crocker’s Iowa Brigade 
Iowa Volunteers 
2nd Iowa, See Miss., ‘‘ Farm- 
ington’’ 
17th Iowa 
6th Iowa Homecoming 


10th Iowa Recruiting and Or- 
ganization 
20th Iowa Inf. Volunteers 
Ohio: 
124th Ohio Vol. Report 
Pennsylvania: 
131st Penn. Vol. Inf. 
Civil War Record book 
Farmington, Miss., Charge at 
Libby prison 
Morning report 
39th Iowa, Co. B. 
Columbian Exposition, Register of 
Communia Working Men’s League 
Croton, Iowa, Record bouks of 
Des Moines Churches: ; 
City Sunday School 
Clifton Heights 
Des Moines 
City Manager Campaign 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Eighty-eighth Division World War 

Election ticket, 1860, Democratic 

Election, Ballots (sample) 

‘«Emigrant Directory and Guide,’’ 
Subscription list of 

Esquimau children 

Farmers Protective Ass’n. 

Florence Land Co. 

Fort Des Moines No. 2 

Fort Des Moines No. 3 

Fort Madison, Eagle Hotel Regis- 
ter 

Fort Sanford 

Franklin County, Hampton, Iowa 

Frink & Co., John 

G. A, RB. 

Half-breed tract 
Field notes of 

Hawkeye Insurance Co. of Iowa 

Humboldt County 

Indians 

Iowa Congress of Parent and 

Teacher 

Iowa District Court 

Iowa Life Insurance Co. 

Iowa Plant Life Commission 

Iowa State Agricultural Society 

Iowa State Banner 

Iowa State Department of History 
and Archives 

Iowa State Dental Society 

Iowa State Parks — Delaware 
County 

Iowa State Planning Board 

Iowa, State seals of, 

Iowa State Teacher’s Ass’n. 

Iowa Territorial Centennial 

Judd, Francis Emerson 

Keokuk 

Keokuk & Des Moines Railroad 

Keosauqua & S. W. Railroad 

Labor 

Latter Day Saints 

Ledgers and Account Books (2) 
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Lee County 
Lyons County 
Marriage Certificate 
Metrical Decimal System 
Mississippi River 
Monday Club, Dubuque 
Muscatine county records 
National Church, The 
Negroes 
Northeastern Iowa Teachers’ 
Ass’n. 
Northern Border Brigade 
Ottumwa 
Pan Pacific International Expo- 
sition 
Panama 
Patrons of Husbandry, State 
Grange Ms. 
Peterson Township Minute Book, 
1879-1918 
Platte Water Co. 
Postoffice 
Presbyterian Church Records: 
Chariton 
Des Moines 
Grimes 
Ridgedale 
Presidential Electors 
Republican Iowa State Central 
Committee 
Rough & Ready Club 
Russian Famine Relief, 1892 
Servia 
Slaves 
Spanish American War 
Spirit Lake: 
Expedition 
Massacre 
United States Government reports 
Van Buren County 
Van Buren Twp. 
Vicksburg Park Commission 
Western Stage Co. 
Women’s Relief Corps 
World War 


NOTABLE DEATHS 


Lewis A. CocKLIN, manufacturer and inventor, died in Griswold, 
Iowa, August 10, 1940. Born on a farm in Pottawattamie County, on 
August 22, 1878, the son of William and Melissa Cocklin, he led a 
varied business career. One of the first automobile dealers in Griswold, 
he also built many homes there for which he himself drew the plans. 
A number of years ago he perfected plans for the well known Laco oil 
burner, which through sales abroad he made into a successful business. 
At the time of his death he was interested in perfecting still further 
additional designs for burners. 


JoHN Brown HammonpD, prohibitionist and crusader, died in Des 
Moines, Iowa, July 20, 1940. Born August 29, 1856, and distantly 
related to John Brown of Harper’s Ferry fame, John B. Hammond 
carried a strain of that perfectionist character. Before the turn of the 
century, as a miner at Centerville, Iowa, Hammond began his anti- 
saloon activities, success there widened his field, and a few years later 
brought him to Des Moines, 1908. Not only an inveterate foe of liquor, 
he vigorously fought all forms of vice, being a leading figure in the 
fight on the white slave rackets in Kansas City and other points to the 
west coast. 


During World War I he was head of the state liquor law enforce- 
ment commission, and made the law a constant reality to many a damp 
goods proprietor. In 1922 he was appointed Chief of Police of Des 
Moines, and in the two years he remained in that position he gave a 
whole-hearted energetic service to the city to clean up the dirt of the 
liquor traffic and associated vice and crime. Never doubting the right 
of the State to control the liquor business, he even advocated stronger 
enforcement laws than were current on the books prior to the repeal in 
1933, and as late as four months before his death sought to organize 
to place once more on the statute books a liquor prohibitory law. 


OrvAL Ray LarHAM, president of Iowa State Teachers College, died 
in Iowa City July 9, 1940. He was born in Boone, Iowa, April 13, 1890, 
the son of David Harrison and Mary Francis Latham. Graduated from 
the Boone High School in 1907, and receiving his A.B. degree from the 
State University of Iowa in 1911, he obtained his M.A. degree in 1919, 
and his Ph.D. in 1928 from the same institution. Preceding his election 
to the presidency of the Iowa State Teacher’s College in 1928 he had 
served as superintendent of schools at Coggan, Pomeroy, Ida Grove, and 
Le Mars, Iowa, then, in 1922, went to Duluth, Minn., as director of re- 
search, two years later, 1924, he was appointed professor of education in 
Ohio State University, Athens, Ohio, where in his last year before com- 
ing to the Iowa institution he was director of teacher training. 
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A member of many organizations devoted to the study and advance- 
ment of teaching—being one of the seven members appointed by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Survey of Tax-supported Higher Educa- 
tion in California, 1932—President Latham’s administration was noted 
for the widened scope of its service and graduate agencies, and for the 
program of construction and housing completed for the college. 


ELMER H. Mayra, industrialist and business man, died July 20, 1940, 
being then just fifty-six years of age. A graduate of the Newton High 
School, and an attendant at the University of Illinois, he early became 
associated with his father in the Maytag manufacturing enterprises, in 
1903, before the Maytag Washing Machine Co. was formed, and when 
the company manufactured threshing machines and other implements. 
Years spent as a salesman for the Maytag company, and other miscel- 
laneous work, led in 1926 to his election as president of the firm, and 
in 1938 to his election to the additional position as chairman of the 
board. 

Greatly interested in blooded cattle stock, Maytag’s Holstein herds 
were known country wide, he was also interested in real estate ventures 
and in two banks, being President of the Jasper County Savings Bank 
and the Kellogg Savings Bank. He in part was also responsible for 
generous provisions established by the Maytag Co. for the benefit of its 
employees, including housing, pensions and other forms of employee 
service. 
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